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: ARTICLE 1, 
Noble Sir, 


pF I have taken 4 

'whole Month to 

anſwet your . laſt 

Letter, it hath been 

only becauſe I 

duld not ſo much as ſhew my 
RG to do it in. lets 
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time : the Command You 
wete pleaſedtherein to ſend me 
being of ſo abftruſe and difficult 
a nature, thatto perform it wit 

accurateneſs in any proportic 

correſpendent to either its own 
dignity ,.- or Your Cunolity, 
co require not one, but many 


r 


Months, yea Years, though my 
Abilities were much greater than 
even the Ignorant and Envious 


believe them to be. 'You have, 
therefore., more of reaſon to 
blame me for Haſte, than for 
| Delay, inthatInow render You 
ſo-negligent an account of my! 
diligence in managing the Pro- 
'Vince:You atsigned me : and-it 
-this Paper bring rather an end 
to Your Expectation, than faril- | 
faftionto Your Judgement, You | 
are obliged in Equity to lookup- * 


on * 
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n it. as a Specimen rather of m 
bedience, than.of my Learring.For; 
ad I not preferred the ſuggeſti- 
s of my Duty, as a friend,cothe 
punſel of my Reafon, -as antIn- 
uirer into Nature ; You may al: 
re Your ſelf it would have "A 
ery long, before I ſhould have 
een brought thus freely to ex- 
ofe my Weakneſs ro You, who 
re- {o well able ro' diſcern it, 
Zur my comfort is, though You 
re ſhatp-lighted, You' are alſo 
zood-natured : not mote aprtd 
liſcover than to conceal mens in- 
wrmities and failings. Having 
hen the ſame excuſe both for 
ny: Tardity and for my Haſte ; 
and confding intirely in Your 
2andor : behold, I pur into: Yours 
nands the following Diſcourſe, 
9: which Your Command:gave 
Sh | B. 2, the 
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the firſt -anid ſole Occaſion, and i 
which 1 have plainly and briefl 
delivered both my thin Collecti 
ons, and preſent Thoughts, con 
cerning - the Different Wits of 
Men. 
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ART. 2. 


For, though Wit, or Natura 
(apacity of Underſtanding, ſeems to 


be the _ thing wherein Na 


ture hath been equally bounti- 
ful to all Mankind ; every one 
thinking he hath enough, and 
even thoſe who in their Appe- 
tites arid Deſires of other things 
are inſatiable, ſeldom wiſhing 
for more 'of that exccllent En-| 
dowment : Yet nothing is more 
evident thanthis, that ſome have 
tnore Wit than others, and that 
Et £4 Men | 
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4 fans: ed SID Tey, 


| inffen are therdb no Teſs TJ 
ef MWiſhable each trom other, than 
ctiMW their ſeveral Faces and Tem: 
ongrs JED. 


A RT. 3. 


'To enumerate, then, all tieſs 

ifferences, would be a work al- 
ro oft <P HOPME ro define where- 
col they generally conſift, ex- 
la kamily hard - to ſele& Sa de- 
ti ribe the moſt remarkable- of 
neem, highly uſefull. "For, when 
nd Mech ſhould oy the help of ſuch 
- deſeripions b brought t to lee 
os Whe Principal and Ruling-Incli- 
og Wations (for the moſt part the 
1- \(eparable . Concomitants of 
e Wheir Wits) that advance or de- 
e Wrcels their Eſtimation and For- 
c Woes in the: World, reduced to'a 
' © B}; few 
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few Heads or Kinds -; it would 
| be np hatd matter for them, x0 
find out the ſeveral- Advantages 
deducible from thence. Fix, 
every one might contemplate, 
as in a Mirxour,, ſome part at 
Jeaſt of his own Image, and know 
in. what (aſs to rank bimſell 
'Fhen; by obſerving what is beau 
tifl ox deform in. the. picture. of 


another., he might the bette: 


judge of what himſelf either d: 
{tres or fears to be. Again, fince 
Frtues , 3nd Vces, raytually. .in- 
croach upon each! others con 
propeale to Vices, butthar-ir.xe- 
£a1ns, 4, capacity of-,being- kept 
from, Exorbitangy, . and b rhe] 
ſtrict. rains of Prudence infloced 
ang on. the other'fide, none is {o' 
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loncerly allied ro this or that Vice 
roffEue, but may by imprudence be 
eecorrupted;ſo as to lwervetoward 
t Wiome bordering Vice : it could 
re Minor be unprofixable to! view the 
ar Copies of ſuch Indmations, atzxended 
will Þy.cheir good or evil Conſequents, 
1 and-from-thenee to collett how 
i far they might benefit or hart, if 
followed. In fine, by ſuch. gene- 

ef xal Charafters, we might Tearn - 
MM how to moderate ogr Praiſes of 
el {ome Perſons, and our cauleleſs 

MF 4verſation from others , - than 

- which nothing is more neceſlary 

ol it Converſation, eſpecially ele- 

.M tion of a Friend. _ -- 


But, alas! Sir, ſuch a Work as 
11] this doth yet remain among the 
' Defiderata in Philoſophy, and {0 
15 likely eyer-ro. do for me, who 
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am ſo conſcious of 'the man 

Herculean Difhculties therein tc 
be encountred and overcome ; 
that Ifindmy ſelf more inclinec 
to wiſh, than capable to perfo 

it. You ought nor, therefore, to 
wonder, if inſtead thereof I ad 
venture to preſent You this rude 
Nr 
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SECT. II. 


ART. l. 


"= Faculty of -the Mind. 
' L which is commonly -un- 
derſtood by the word W 1 T, be- 
ing a thing whereof. Men have 
formed /' to themſelves various 
( onceptions, and for which they 
have accordingly invetited vati- 

ous 
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anylhs Names ; it muſt needs be dif- 

1 tofWult to determine what is there- 

e i meant, and what denomiita- 

edn is moſt agreeable and'pro- 
r thereunto. - Nor is it leſs dif- 


colfeulc to inveſtigate the Nature 
d-Shercof, and wherein it doth 
dehicfly conſtſt: the Oeconomy of the 
rain of Man being one of thoſe 
cana of Nature, whoſe know- 
edge the wiſe Creator ſeems to 
aye reſerved to Himſelf. - 


As for the' ſeveral Names or 
EVordsby which ii is moſt'uſual- 
; Wy cxprefled'; Iam abliged'to 
- W'<count and explain them to you 
briefly, that ſo being delivered 
from Ambiguity (one of the great- 


Ll 


10% 23 OIrrNR Science) You 
ey oon be able to judge which 
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ofthem is £qurodcal, which Ade- 


quateand proper. _ The 
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: The -1 Latin wor d , Ingenaum 
though, ſometimes uſed even b 
the beſt and moſt accurate Wri 
ters, and who lived inthe Golde: 
Age of that Language, to ſignifi 
the power of Underſtanding pro 

cx, to Mankind; asmay be .in 
Beneed jn that memorable. ſen 
tence. of-Salluſt, (.in initio Bell; C, 
 Uinari,) Mihi revtins eſſe videtur 
ngeny, quim irium opibus glorian 
querere : Yet we find it moſt fre- 
querily” uſed ro.:denote a mans 


"I 


natural Juclination or Propenſion. to 
ſomethings or actions morethan 
to, others, whether. virtuqus, or 
Vic10us;/as may 4ppear, among 


2 thouland otherinſtances, from 


-. Z 
mw 


tharſaying of the ſame judicions 
Hiſtorian, in, his Gharafter of. Ca: 


tine ; Fuit magng Vi. Cr anixyii or 
COrperts, 
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 b ting: chat: Yyberins cotinived: "at 
ViifÞme youhful debaucheries: of 

aligula, Si per has manſuefiers Heſſe 
erun = _ 


Ad Ti 2s 


7 ODIN by Wit is. FORE 
bod Aptnefsto Defcipline,or Pron- 


prirude to learn : which the an- 


cient Gracians, both Philoſophers 
andOrators, called 'Bunciiz, ;\ the 


-Latines, Docilitas, Q&* bona jndoles; to 
[which -our | Language hath: to. 
word anſwerable, but Towardl- 
%eſs,, now. almoſt obſolete. If 
you enquire wherein this happy 
Faculty dath confiſt, they rell 
-you, that it is not ſmaple, but 
$a of three others. 


The 
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Of the Different Wits | 


The- Firſt of which is named 
'Otvrns | Acumen, C&* (perapopmess) Ces 
leritas diſcendi, or , as Xenophon , 
TAX uM Ths Iieyoies . 4 ou Or 
nimble apprehenſion of what is 
raught : though I remember the 
word otvrs' to be.not ſeldom 
r.” 2A ro Acerbity and Cruelty of 
diſpoſition ; as by Arrianus in 
that phraſe , X&T& T Cao1Mius o&urylea. 


- > FThe Second, *Ayywomr (ab aye, 
prope,;C. von, animadroerto, Coptto, * 
mſpicio ) which is defined ro'be 
-Ouvepus 78 t5 wy duals Dupturiy xa d po 
$watey, a Faculty whereby a man, 
from what he hath learned, 
hunts afrer what he hath: nor 
learned : the ſame with that the 
Romans termed Sagacitas, and our 
incomparable Mr. Hobbs renders 


: Rangme. The 
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The Third, Myiun, Memoria , 
TIpNO1s Y, euche Ts - Retention of 
, & whatis learned, 


ART. 3. 


Here, Sir, You have both the 
true Notion and Parts of Docility 
conveniently exprefled ; bur yer 
you are to ſeek, wherher Wit 
and Docility be alwaies one and 
the ſame thing. For, Docility, 
if reſtrained - only to Arts and' 
Sciences, though it neceſlarily 
implyes a good capacity of un- 
derſtanding in the Perſon, by the 
bounty of Nature, therewith 
enriched: yet can ir not be thence 
inferred, that af men who want 
this Docility, want allo wit ; be- 

| cauſethen none could have w_ 
| ut 
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proficiency inthem.So that what 


bur Scholars alone, and becauſe 
Experience ſufficiently demon- 
ftraces that many laudable Wits 
are naturally averſe from the 
ſtudy of Letters, and in that re- 
ſpect perhaps allo incapable of 


Hnatomiſts generally ſay of the 
ſigns. of Virginity, namely that I < 
the appearance of them 1s a-cer- |||? 
rain evidence of the Brides Cha- 
ftiry ; but the ' non-appearance , 
no proof of her deflowermerir 
before Marriage ; may with 
equal truth be {aid of this Doci- 
lity ; ir cannot be without a-go00d 
Wir, but agood Wit may {fome- 
times be without that. Learn- 
ing, You know, is but Wit culri- 
vated , the ſeeds thereof are Na- 
rural and grow up of themſelves, 


_ and many times bring forth fruits 


both 
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oth pleaſane and uſeful, with- 
ut the. help of Art, eſpecially 


vented by virtuous education, 
and their maturity promated by 
ingenious converſation. .Jf wit, 
then, may ſubſiſt without Learn- 
ing, certainly it may fubſift with- 
our Dociltty, 1. e. a faciliry of learn- 
ing Arts and Sciences. 


Beſides, if we divide Docility 
into its three parts newly deſcri- 
bed, and diftribute them among 
threeMen, allowing to one quick- 
neſs of Apprebenfion, to the ſecond 
Sagacity in hunting after conſe- 
quences, and ftrength of Memory 
to thethud : this will not be ſut- 
ficient to dire& us to make a 
judgement, which of the three 
ought to have the praiſe of the 


beſt 


o 


here their Luxuriancy. 1s pre- 
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bet Wit : becauſe therein they 
may. all - be __ For, we 
want not the teſtimony of dail 
obſervation, that many excel 
lent Wits have but-weak Memo 
ries; and as many of admirable 
Memories are yetdull of Appre 
Henſion ; and again many, who 
are good at Ranging after Con- 
ſequences, though it be neceſlary 
that they remember well ( be- 
Cauſe it is from the reminiſcence 
of what they have known, that 
they infer what they ſeck) are 
yet but. flow of Conception. 
Hereupon I am of opinion, that 
Wir and Docility, though fre- 
_ quently Concomitant, are yet 
diſtin&t Faculties, and therefore 
Tequire both Names and Notion 
diſtin6t, y; pul} 


) 


Many 
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Many other words there are 
iſcd alſo by the Romans to fignifie 
Wit ; as perſpicacia, ſolertia, ſubtili- 
45, { Halo felicitas ingeny, exe. 
bur theſe being. all Metaphorical,. - 
are therefore Ambiguous, nor wor- 


1y a particular examination. 


ART. 4. 


Nor is our Engliſh word, Wit, 
(which ſome of our Gloſſaries 
c derive from the Teutonic Witz,, 
1. ro underſtand, and others from 
I the Latine Pidelicet contracted in- 
- [ro viz. becauſe inſtead thereof 
© il weſay towirt) alrogerher _— 


. 
© f from Ambiguity: as being indiffe- 
* | rently #4 Xh ſignifie cither the F 
Faculty of underftapding' ir {clf, | 
or the 'AA-or. Effe& ob that Fa- - A 
| | + culty, 
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culry, in the former ſenile, whelf 
we lay, ſuch a man bath a great 
Wit: in the latter, when we give 
the name of Wir to a: jeſt, P ea- 
ſant conceipt, or facete-expreſsion, 
ſuch as the Latms. call- ſales, le: 
pores, facetie ; the Ttalians, Scherao, 
giuoco, burla ; and 'the French; 
raillerie and gaudiſſerie. 


————— 
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4 | ART. i 4 A « 
Rom the recital of ' the 
Names, we-pals to the con- 


fideration of the Nature of Wit. 


The Underſtanding of aMan. 

( You know, Sir}. is: commonly 

-meaſuredeither by zhe —_— 
| v 
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udgem 


| By J udzement, we diſtinguiſh 
ſubrilty 1n ix og neerly reſem- 
bling each other, and diſcerning 


the real difsimilitude þerwixr 


them, prevent deluſion by. their 
apparent-{imjlitude, . This Act 


of the Mind the Grecians term 


Auzyrocs, the Latins, Judjcium and 
Dignotio ; and we, Diſcretion, 'The 
Faculty it ſelf, Ariſtotle ( Ethic. 6. 
LC. 7Z. ) names .Evouveoic., the La- 
tins, /ubtilitas mgeny , from. them 
the Iralians, ſottigliezza, and ſofti- 
litd, the French, ſubtilite; and we; 


ſubtilty, which 3s no other bur 2 


certain perſpicacity of the Mind, 
whereby it is able to compare 


things one with another, and 
dilcern the difference berw1Xt 
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_ ct 


them; notwith ſanding they a k 
pear very much alike. Herein 01d 
men (cterts paribus) uſually excel 
Young; becauſe by longExperience 
(which is nothing,-elſe bur Re- 


membrance of what Antecedents 
have been followed by what 
Conſequents) they have learned 
the Marks or ſigns, by which 
things ate to be compared and 
oe rpc : and Men of nimble 


Apprehenſton (caters paribus) haye 
the advantage of thoſe who are 
of ſlow , becauſe they obſerve 
more ſigns of difference in lefs 
time. = 


ART. 2. 


By Imagination, on the contra-" 
Ty, we.conceive {ome certain fi- 
*milirudeinobjects really unlike, 


and 
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and pleaſantly confound them in 
diſcourſe,: Which by its unex- 
Þ 2Cted Fineneſs and alluſion; {ur- 


cc Mpriſing the Hearer, renders him 
de. leſs cxirious of che truth: of whar 


is ſaid. ; This is very evident in 
the ule of Simile's, Metaphors, Alle: 


at W | 
ed gories and arher Tropes and Figures 
ch Mot Rhetorick ; which are there- 
id fore called the Ornaments of 


le Ml ſpeech, ſerving rather for plau- 
viliry, than tor demonſtration. 

re | And, indeed, their power over 
© I the Aﬀections of the greateſt part 
5 i of Mankind, whether: by the 
| word Aﬀettion we underitand 
what the Grecians call Tlaves Paſ- 

- fon, or whar they term. "Hvoc Mo- 

res, Manners.; is {o great, that the 

.* | whole Art of Qratsy'is grounded 
thereupon, and he is; the - moſt 
Excellent inthar Art, who by the 
C} help 
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of things abſent formed in his 
Imagination,dorh repreſentthem 
in {6 lively colours, that they ap- 
pear preſent. ate: og doubt- 
Jeſs it- was, that Ruintilian (mſtitut. 
Orator. lib. 6. cap; 11) faithy, a good 


 Orator '\muſt be "Evpuſſaoiules qui 
ſfibi res, *Ooces,atbus, ſecundum erum 


| Now the Imagination be' in 
commionto all Men (yea and to 
Brute Animals alſo) yet is irnot 
equal inall Men. . Some are na- 


turally ehdowed- Celeritate imagi- 


nandi, with a quickneſs of imagji- 
nation, that is,” atieaſje ſucceſsion 


' of one thought upott anorher : 


- Others are but ſlow-of imagina- 


tion, which defe&t of the Mind 
15 called Tarditds mgeny, dulnels, 
CE ond and 


Py 


2nd IT Srear, =, Jap Tap Or 
foriſhneſs, - 


there: -ariſeth 2twofold difference 
of Wit.Some are naturally inclined 


ut, 

a ro indul 4 their thoughts the li- 

Tu Deng Rangmg, and love not to 
confine them : - Others delight in 


fixing their mind upon one object, 
and narrowly. examining it. "Fhe 
ormer ſort are allowed to have 


5: Genius diſpoſtdro Poelſy.;and In- 
vention : unleſs their.Phanſie be 
immoderately, quick and rang - 
ing : for then it paſles into Folly, 
ſuch as theirs, who are not.able 
to finiſh the diſcourſethey have 
begun, being ſuddenly caken off 
-_ carryed away by new 
thoughts altogether imperrinent, 


= 3. Ca Which 


"From Celerit br” Imagination 


Laudabilem Phantaſiam and havea 


Rr EE _—— oor . Rc Adds cent then ah 
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Virrues of the Mind are indeed 


andthe ſeveral evrers of pre-do- 
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— Which  undecert. ſhiktin of n 
rhoughts is properly nam ( 
tr a Vagancy. The Latter axe Gia | 


to have Judiciam- probabile ; and 
therefore are fit ro ſtudy Philo- 
ſophy, Civil Law, and Contro- 
yerſtes, 


ART. 3. 
For the moſt part both theſe 


conjoyned in the ſame Perſons, 
bur ſeldom equally eminent © 


minioh of the 'one over the 
other, copſtitute the chief diffe- | 
rences of Men, 45 to Wit or Un- 
derſtanding. "Ph anſie without 
moderation of Judgement, ſel- 
dom attains to committdation : 
bur "judgement or Dilcretion , 
2 | though 


————— -L 


ſted by Phankie, all 
Wayes deſerves prai 3 


In Poets, both Phanſic and 
Judgement are required-, bur 
Phanſie ougheto have the upper 
hand, becauſe all Poems, of Shae 
ſort ſoever, pleale chiefly by 
Neyvelty. | ; 


In Fiſtorjiens, Judgement onghe 


/to have the chair ; becauſe the 
Virtue of Hiſtory conſiſterh in 


Method, 'Truth, and Fle&tion of 
things worthy narration : not is 
thereneed of more Phanſie, than 
what may lerve to adorn the'ſtile 
with elegant language. 


In Paney yries, and Invettiwves, 


' Phanſic ouphtro rake place ; be- 


cauſe'they have for their end nor 
I cruth, 
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truth, but praiſe; or diſpraiſe, 
which are efte&ed by compari- 
ſons illuſtrious, or vile or ny oy 
Jous : and Judgement doth qpl 

ſuggeſt Circumſtances, by which 
the action is rendred laudable ox 
blameable, IT: 


In Hortaticves and Pleadmgs.. of 
Caules, according as verity or fi- 
mulation doth principally con- 
duce tothe advantage of the Ar- 
gument ;, ſo Judgement., or 
Phanſie is ro have preherm + 
nence. LD. eds” 

In Demonſtration, in (ounſel, and 
in all ſevere inveſtigation . of 
Truth, only Judgement is requi- 
red ; unleſs perhaps ſometimes 
there be occaſion tor ſome con 
yenient ſimilitude, to illuſtrate 
what 


k 
þ ri- 


1- 
al 
= 


;OF 


impertinency. 
diſcourſe, if there appear want of 
Diſcretion, however pleaſant 
!- I Phanifie ſhail ſhew it ſelf, yet Wit 
* | will bedefeQive: but if Judge- 
ment be manifeſt, though the 
* | Phanſie be but vulgar, the Wir 
* | ſhall be commended, 


: TH AnY 4 


- : Butinall, beſides that diſcre- 
tion of times, places and perſons, 

which renders Phanſie commen- 
 dable, and wherein Civil pru- 
dence 
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dence and the good Menage -of 
affairs doth principally conſiſt , 
there is required alſo Conſtant Pro 
ſecution of the Scope or End pro- 
poled, that is frequent applicati- 
on. of our thoughts to the RE 
about which we-are converlang. 
For, {o there will occurtous a 

ſmibrudes, fuch as will not andy 
illuſtrate, bur alſo adorn our 
diſcourſe, and excite pleaſure in 
the hearers by the rarity of their 
invention. Whereas if there be 
not-.a conſtant regulation! of 
thoughts to ſome certaih 'End , 
_ the more we are conducted by 
heat of Phanſje, the nearer we 
come to Extravagancy, which is a 


degree of Madneſs ſuch as is ob- 
terved in thoſe Rambling, Wits, 
who ( as we {aid even now); ha- 
ving encred into diſcgurie of one 


thing, 


LSE 0s ye 5 I - 
CTR 


hing, are by every new, hint, 
however remote and imperti- 
ent, tranſported from their ſub- 
je&tinto ſo many digreſsions and 
Parentheſes, that not recovering 
what ar firſt they intended to 
ſpeak, they loſe themſelves, as 
pe in a Labyrinth. The Reaſon 
Y of which Errour ſeems to be 
I E grounded upon defe& of Expe- 
n JJ rience, which makes them ima- 
r | ginethatto be new and remark- 
© I able, which to more knowing 
f | heads is really ſtale andtrivial ; 
; || andthattobegreat and confide- 
/ || rable, which to others of more_ 
- | obſervation isnot ſo. For, what- 
= cveris new, great and memora- 
ble, if it occurr to the Mind of 
\ | one ſpeaking of another ſubject, 
is wont to ſeduce him from his 
purpoſe. £ = 


ART. 
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_  Whena man, therefore, have 
ing propoled to | himle}t ſomy 
certain End, and.in his thoughts 

. Tunning over a multitude. of 
things, as - means conducibl: 
thereunco, doth quickly perceive 
which of them is moſt probable, 

. an&how it may be brought. co 
effe& hisdeſign : this man 35 ſaid 
0 have a good Wit, and the Habit 

| ereof.. 15 called Þporno's - and 
"EvovAic Pr udence. Which de- 
ROWE HF on Experience ang, Re- 
membrance of many. the like 
Antecedents, with the like Con- 
ſequents. Bur herein men dit- 
fer not 6ne from another ſo 
much asin Judgementand Phan- 
ly ; becauſe men of £qual age, 
may 


may not- be vexy unequal in Ex- | 
perience, as: to the . quantity, 
though one hath more of expe- 
rience in ſome things, and ano- 
ther in others; ſince every one 
bath his particular affairs, con- 
cernments and wayes of manag-= 
ingthem : and aHusband-man, 
though rude and .illicerate, is yer 
wiſer in his own. buſineſs, than a 
.t0F Philoſopher in another mans., 
ad Whencethar rule, Cuiq; in ſua arte 
wit credendum..  -, 


e- ax 6. 


ke if - To this Prudence if there be 
1- conjoyned the uſe of Means un- 
f- juſt, or diſhoneſt, ſuch as Fear, or 
© | Poverty doth roo often ſuggeſt : 
- || then it degenerates into that (1- 
niftre Prudence, which is called 
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Different Wits 
[| Aſtutia, Craft or (ung , which 
b is for the moſt part a ſign of Pu- 
| ſillanimiey or poorneſs of Spirir. 
For, a great Mind ſcorns unjuſt 
'JV and diſhoneſthelps co bring hin 
% to his aimes. There is: allo 
another ſort of Cunning, called 
Verſutia, Eroafion ; which'is de- 
ferring or purting off for a 
little rime ſome | danger or 
 incommodiry - impendent , by 
running into worle : and 'the 
word ſeems a derivative 'from 
Verſura, which ſignifies borrow- 
ing of one, topay. another. 


Having given You, Noble Sir, 
this ſhort and imperfect accoum 
of what 1 have colleed: con- 
cerning the Nature and divers 
Notions of thoſe Intelle&tual Fa- 

_ culties, which - are vuloarly 
| COM- 
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comprehended under the name 

of Wit ; and deduced, according 
ro probability, rhe principal Dif- 
ferences thereof from the various 
degreesof Eminency of Judgement 
and Phanſy : the remaining part 
of the Task You have been plea- 
led to aſſign me, is to enquire 
briefly into the Cauſes of thoſe 


Differences, as well Fmal as Ef- 


ficient ; and then deſcribe each of 


them ſingly with as much truth 
and evidence, as my {mall obſer- 
yation,. and leſs Learning ſhall 
enable me to do. 


ALT. 7. 


Bur, to prevent miſtake, I am 
obliged firſt tro advertiſe You 
( what I had almoſt forgotten) 
that by the Wir I have hitherto 
D {ſpoken 
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ECL : » o 
} Yeh Lo ” 
. ; — \ 


ſpoken of, I mean that which is 
Natural, or which grows up toge- 
ther with us, accrewing only 
* from Uſe and Experience, with- 
out the help of Method, culture 
or Doctrine. For, as tothat which 
they call Ingenium Acquiſitum, ac- 
quired by ſtudy of Learning and 


polite Education ; I conceive it 


ro beno other but Reaſon, which 
ariſing from the right uſe of 
ſpeech, produces Arts and Sci- 
ences; and ſeems to be only an 
Effect or Product of the former 
cultivated by mduſtry. 
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ly F 

h-B8 TT Hus freed from all Ambi-* 
rel guity of Words and Noti- 


ch ons commonly applyed to Wir, 
c- || which qtherwife might perhaps 
nd | haveledus our of our right way, 
it | oratleaſtdarknedthe proſpetof 
ch our Reaſon, let us oral our 
of | Diſquiſition {oftly and fairly to 
ci- | prevent ſtumbling : following 
an 8 the conduct of the Method new- 
er | 1y propoſed. Which brings us 
in the next place to conſider the 
| Final ( auſe of the great Diverſny 

of Wits obſerved in Men. 


ART. N 


— Whatwas the End, which the 
Ommiſcient Creator deſigned to 
D 2 Himſecli, JJ. 


36 Of the Different Wits 
Himſelf, when He was pleaſed 


ro conſtitute this ſo great and 
admirable variety ; You, Sir, 
(I know) are too wiſe, too con- 
{cious of the immenſe diſparity 
betwixt a_ Finite Nature and an 
Infinite, to expect I ſhould be 
able to determine : all His Coun- 
{els being to us, poor ignorant 
things, imperveſtigable, as. His 
Perfections are . incomprehenſt- 
ble. However, ſince we are not 
forbidden with due reverence to 
conjecture ; You (Il hope) will 
not refuſe to_ hear my fooliſh 
ſentiments concerning this pro- 
blem : eſpecially while I offer 
them rather to Your Examinati- 
on, than to Your beliet. 


When, therefore, I obſerve, 
that Men are no leſs diſcrimi- 
| nable 


— 


ch 


Ln. 


Of MEN, 


— 


nable each from other by the 


various Inclinations, Aﬀections 


and Capacities of their Minds, 
than by the diflenting features, 
lines and aires of their Faces, I 
am apt to perſwade my (elf, that 
God Almighty, in making {o vaſt 
difſimilitude, and in that diftri- 
bution of His feveral Donatives 
among Individuals of the fame 
Species , intended thereby. to ac- 
commodate Mankind to a (oil 
life : it being no more poſſible for 
a Society of Men, or Common- 
wealth, to be compoled of Mem- 
bers. all of the like endowments 
of Mind: thanitis for an 'Animal 
to (exerciſe various Functions 
with many Organs all. of the 
ſame parts, ſhape and fabrick ; 
or for Muſical Harmony to reſult 
from a multitude of Uniſons. 

D 3 | I ant 


- 


TO” 


Of the Different W its 


Iam notignorant, that even the 
beſt Philoſophers, when they 
contemplate the diverſity of 
Natures Endowments, and the 
moſt probable Reaſon thereof, 
madaliiy-boand their Curioſity 
with this clauſe; that Nature de- 
lights ber ſelf in variety, as well in 
this as1n all other kinds. Nor doll 
deny what they here ſay to be 
thus far true, that Nature, as be- 


ng the Art of God, can have no- 


other perfection, but what is de- 
rived from her Author and Go: 
vernour, whoſe Goodneſs cannot 
be terminated bur in it{elf , and 
conſequently all Emanations 
and Effects | of that Goodneſs 
muſt redound to the delight of 
their farſk Fountain. Yer this 
(methinks) doth not oblige us 
tO acquielce in that conſideration 

alone, 
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alone, without all reflection up - 


on our ſelves; there being per- 


dM 


haps ſome other Reaſon or End 
of {fuch Variety, wherein Man- 
kind may be highly concerned; 


[ conceive, then, that the -(reator 


having one- Eye directed to the 
plealure redounding to Him 


from the manifeſtation of His 


Power and Goodneſs . aimed. 


: : DR. 
with the other at ſome general 


benefit and favour to Man, to 
whom He purpoled to be fingu- 
larly indulgent and gracious in 
all things : and that fore-ſeeing 
how much more ſecurely, com- 


modiouſly and. happily Men 


jw live in Saciettes, than ſingle 
an 


diſperſed, as wild:Beafts; He | 


ordained this great diverſity of 


Ingenies among them, as ameans 


to accommodate them to mu- 
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tual aſſiſtance and. aflociation. 
But this I deliver as only proba- 
ble, not definitive : and leaving 
it to Your better judgement to be 
approved or rejected, I pals on 
to the Natural Cauſes of the di- 
verſity under enquiry. 


ART. 2. 


Wherein I meet with no leſs 
obſcurity, than in the former. 
For,though it be ſufficiently evi- 
dent, eſpecially to Phyſicians con-- 
verſant about diſeaſes of the 
Head, thatthe Sear and principal 
Organ of the Intelleftual Faculties 
is the Brain ; and that they are 
more or leſs perfect in their Ope- 
rations, according to the divers 
temperament, magnitude, figure 

:and (chemarilm of that noblefſt 


Or gan : 
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4.1 


Organ; andtothegreater-orleſs 
Money of ' the Animal ſpirits 


(ifany fuch there be) contained. 


and exerciſed therein : though 
thus: much (I fay) be ſufhci- 
ently manifeſt, yet what tempe- 
rament, what. magnitude, figure 
and Schematiſme-of the Brain 
produceth Acutenefs of Wir, and 
what cauſcth Dulneſs, is hitherto 
unknown. Nor have Anatomiſts, 
even in this diflefting and moſt 
curious Age, been yet able cer- 
tainly ro inform themſelves, in 
what part of the Brain that;Cce- 
leſtial Gueſt, the reaſonable Soul, 
keeps her Court of Judicature, 


what part ſhe makes uſe of in 


Senſation, what in Imagination, 


what for Memory, or what for 
Ratiocination.,- Yeſalius (I re- 


member ) the Prince of Anato-_ 


milts 


FE 
 *. 


miſts in the laſt Age, expreſly, 
nor without deriſfion of thoſe 
who. believed and taught the 


contrary, afhrms, that the Fa- 


| brick of Mats Brain is notin the 


leaſt different from that of the 
Brains of Brutes The Text 
1s remarkable, the great Au- 


thority of the Man confidered , 


and therefore I will here tran- 
ſcribe it. (de Corpor. Human. fa: 
bri. lib. 7. cap. 1.) 


| Nui im Imaginatione, Ratiucmati- 
one,” ( ogitatione, Memoria, Cerebrum 
Juo-fungatur munere ; baudquaquan 
ex ſententia apprehendo  neque: quice 
quam inſuper . ab Anatomico', roel 
Fheologorum onmem rationis Vim, ac 
totam fere Principis nobis vocate 
Anime facultatem, Brutis Animali- 
bus adimentium occaſione, indagan- 
dum 


- G< » Sat : - 7 Ag 


dum puto. Ruum Cerebri-nimirum 
conſtruttione Simia, Canis, Equus, 
Felis & NRuadrupeda que battenus 
Didi omnia ,' &*' Acoes etiam Wits 
werſe , plurimag, Piſcium genera, 
omni propemodum ex parte Homini 
TY correſpondeant- : neg, ullum ſecanti 
occurrat d;ſcrimen, quod ſecus de Hos 
3 minis quam de illorum Animalium 
" Nfunthombus ſftatuendum efſe pres 
* Þ [cribat. 


To this Yaw'l anſwer perhaps, 
* || that ſuch indeed was the judge- 


" | ment of Veſalius ; but You arenot 


* || obliged toacquieſce therein, be- 
"|| cauſe You have lately nor only 
l read acertain Book, de Proprieta- 
"| tibus Cerebri Humani, wherein the 
" | Author obſerves many conſide- 
* | rable Differences betwixt the Hu- 


* | mane Brain, and thoſe of all 
Ort other 
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other Animals ; bur alſo with" 
Your own eyes behold thoſe Dit- 
ferences demonſtrated by the 
ſame Author, in ſome DifleCti-} 
ons for that end made by him 
at the command of the Royal So: 
ciety : and that therefore You 
hope, if Anatomiſts' proceed inf 
their diſcoveries, id the ſame} 
accurate ſcrutiny, and the like 
happy ſucceſs, as of late Years 
they have done ; ſome one of 
them may art length be ſo for- 
tunate, as to find out the true 
uſes of all the ſeveral parts of 
the Brain of Man, and to ſolve 
all the difhiculties that now 
amule thoſe, who profoundly 
con{ider the adrian Ozconomy 
thereof, — 


I reply, therefore , that grant- 
ing 
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ng Veſalius to have been much _ 
iſtaken in that his Opinion con- 
erning the Brain , and thar there 

really are thoſe Differences be- 

wixt Man and all other Ani- 


nals, which the Book you men- 


ion declares: Yer (Sir) what 
| have here ſaid concerning the 
abſtruſity of the Nature, imme- 
diate Inſtruments, and wayes of 
operation of the Intellectual Fag 
culries, is nevertheleſs too true, 
For, You cannot but remember, 
that even the - Author of that 
Treatiſe himſelf doth in the end 
of it ingenuouſly confeſs, that 
notwithſtanding his frequent ob- 
ſervation of thole Differences, 
he was ftill as ignorant of the 
principal ſeat of the ſoul, and 
what parts ſhe made uſe of in 
her ſeveral Functions, as before 


| ke 


. 
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he firſt entred intothe Anaromick || - 
Theatre. And were it not affl] 
Parergon, I could colleR, and here ] 
recount many obſervations, re-|ſ { 
cordedby Eminent Phyſicians, off : 
fuch,who rerained the uſe oftheirſ ; 
Senſes, Imagination, Memory ; 
and Reaſon, without any thef ; 
leaſt defect, even to the laſt mi-f / 
nute of life ; and yer in their] 3 
Heads opened after death, there 
was. found (as in moſt Fiſhes)lf| « 
but very litcle of Brain, and that] | 
little altogether confounded andff t 
diſlolvedin Water. For a memo-fſ| i 
rable Example of this aſtoniſh-|ſ| « 
ing Phenomenon, I take liberty tofff | 

| 

l 

t 


refer You to lib. 1. cap. 24. of the 
Medical obſervations of . Nh. 
Tulpius, alate learned and judici- 
ous Phyſician, and Senator of 
Amſterdam : who relating the 


Various 
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various Conjectures of ſome of 
his Colleagues thereupon, grave- 
ly concludes with this free con- 
feſſion of his ignorance ; 2uan- 
tum eſt, quod nefcimus ! Velut namg, 
m alus, fic certe credibile eſt, potiſsi- 
mum nos cecutire in genuino Cerebri 
regimine : Cujus opera multo ge 


ſunt diviniora, quam quiſpiam hatte- 


nus [uo comprebendit captu. As for 
Your expectation. of further diſ- 
coveries from - Anatomy, that 
may afford more light to direct 
the Virtue in their reſearches 
into this dark Argument, I can- 
nor indeed divine what time may 
bring forth : but am of Opini- 


on, that there is lefs reaſon for 


Your Hope, than for Your Wiſh 
for any {uch diſcovery ;, thena- 
ture of Mans Mind being ſuch 
that-it cannot underſtand it ſelf. 
CIO ag Adeo 
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Aded Anima non poteſt liquere de = 
teris rebus, ut adhuc ipſe ſe quarat: 


Senec. Natur. Zueſt. lib. 7. cap. 2.4. 


ART. 3: 

You are notthen to wonder, if 

1acknowledge my lelt unable to 
. define from what various Conſli- 
rutions of the Brain the Diffe- 
rences of Wit ariſe, as from their 
proxime Cauſes. - All [dare ob- 
{ſerve to You, concerning that 
Znigma, is only this , that Area 
moſt part Men of hot and fan- 

uine Conſtitutions, ceteris pari- 

45, are more ingenious and 
acute; and thoſe of cold, groſs 
andPhlegmarick, are more dull 
and flow of Imagination. It 
for this You require Authority, [ 
can alledge thay of Hippocrates 
ER himſelf, 
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himſelf, who hath two texts ex- 
preſly favourable and pertinent 
ro the ſame : one concerning the 
Sanguine ; the other, the Phlegma- 
tick Temperament. The firſtis 
this ; Tlupes To byporaloy, xj Uar@. 
T9 Enporaley, xpnow Aaboyla Ov Th Cw- 
pale Gporyuerratae : quod bumidiſSt- 
mun eſt in igne, & ficciſimum in 
aqua, fi in corpore temperamentum 
acceperint , ſapientiſioma ſunt. Tlep! 


| GieiTys lib. 1. [ef$. 29. "The other, 


this ; 'E: © Twi ord eeptpln 7 Puya- 
july To up Aabet Ts udalO., Epalurt- 
pny arayxn TadThy Fircs xj XaAAGorTEL 08 
TolwTos nAibies : porro ft in aliqua Anis 
ma defetuaſiorem vim. ignis accipiat 
quam aqua, eam tardiorem eſſe neceſſe 
eſt . «5 appellantur tales Stol;di. Ib1- 
dem Set. 32. If Reaſon ; it 1s 
obvious, that the Blood being 
the fouritain of Natural' Hear, 
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and in trudirhe only (alidim inns; 
tum, by which all parts: of the 
body are perpetually -watmed 
enlivened and invigotated ; anc 
out. of whoſe pureſt and agileſt 
pares the Animal Spiritsare {up - 
poſed robe extracted by how 
much more. copious and 'pure 
the Blood is, .by ſo much 
more of heat is thence commu- 
nicated to the Brain and its Ap 
_ pendixof Nerves (thereby made 
more firm and apt both tereceive 
and retain theImages or_-impreſ% 
fons of external Obje&ts : and 
more pervious. to the- Animal 
ſpirits) and a greater-ſupply of 
Spirirs generated out of it, for the 
uſes i. che Animal- Faculties 
therein reſiding, andthereon de- 
pending, and e contra. . Hence 
doubtleſs it was, that Empedocles 
LAY: = held 
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held the Blood'to be boththe fear: 
and ''cauſe of Sapience rand 
that Dr. Harvey, ſomewhere in 
his:Bookof the Generation of Anj- 
mals; affirms'it to: be of no-tmall: 
advantage tothe Brain, thar Sru- 
dents ' and © comtemplative Men' 
preſerve their. maſs of Blood: 
pure and uncorrupt.. + ” 


ButI remember that my pre- 
ſent task belongs rather tro-Morals 


than to Phyſick, and therefore {u- 
perſeding all further enquiry 


concetning the diverſity of con- 


ftirutions 'from- whence the di- 
verſity of Wits may ariſe ;: and 
remitting You tothe lerious con-_ 
{1deration of what that Excellent: 
Man, Mr. Fhbbes hath delivered. 
(lib. de Homane, cap. 13. ) concern- 
ing the Mutation of Mens In- 

E 2 genies' 
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, geniesby Paſſions, Cuſtome, Ex- 

- perience, the goods of Fortune, 
Opinion of ones ſelf, xc. I pals 
tothe principal Differences them- 
ſelves, and their Deſcriptions ; 
which animated by Your Com- 
mand] propoſed to my ſelf chict- 
ly to handle inthis haſty exerciſe 
of my blunt and unequal Pen. 


SEG. V. 


ART. 1. 


E as g0 about to deſcribe the 
Z great variety of Ingentes 
among Men, though of but 
one and the fame Nation, 
_ were an attempt equally vain 
with his, who ſhould endeavour 
.to number the Sands , nor leſs 


. 1mpoſſible than for a Painter to 
pourtrey 


Of ME N; 


53 


pourtrey all the ſeveral faces in 
an Army upon one table. As it 
is ſufficient, therefore, to a well- 
drawn Landskip, to contain the 
moſt eminent hills, buildings, 
trees and other objects ſituate in 
the proſpect of the Eye within 
that Horizon : ſomay it be ſome 
ſatisfa&tion to You, it among a 
vaſt -number of: different Wits I 
ſele&trhe moſtEmment,fuch asap- 
pear to be the ſprings or Squrces 
of many Virtues, and nar fewer 
| Vices; and then repreſent. them 
in Colours ſo ſuitable to their (e- 
veral Natures, that You may be 
able ro diſcern and diſtinguiſh 
each fromthe reſt, notwithſtand- 
ing the neer affinity and reſem- 
blance, which ſame of them 
have with others. I call them the 


Sources of many Virtues and /ices ; 
E 2 becauſe 


$4 Of the Diferent Wus 
E becauſe thismay paſs for 4 Max- 
ime; Inyenma- quando-aſſueſ condo ita 
ronfirmata ſunt ut facil? nec relifhorte 
ratiofie, Tuas edant attiones,” diciinitir 
Mores-: qui ft boni ſalt,” Virtues, 
fm mal, Vitia appellantwr. - - © 


4 
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. 
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SITE SHES SEED ET TEES 
*To xddreſs then to theit Ve- 
{cripriotts. That which occurs 
inthefirſt placeiis the Reapy-or 
nimble Wit. Wherewith ſuch 
a5 ate endowed have a certain 
Extemporary aonteneſs of 'con'- 
ceipr, accompanied with a quick 


delivery-of theif thoughts, t6%zs 
they can ar pleaſure enterraih 
their Auditors with facetions paſ- 
{ages, and fluent diſcourſes even 
uponvery light occaſions. They 
have indeed muchof that Ayymeam 


ſroe 


—_— 
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fee habilitas impromptu 'excovitandi 
quid difts ſipopus, formerly deſcri- 
bed;;-and are therefore exce]lent 
at ſuddain Repartes : but being 
generally impatient of ſecond 
thoughts and Dehberation, they 
ſeem fitter for pleaſant Colloquies 
and Droflery; than for Counſel and 
| Defign.: --hike Fly-boars,. good 
only infair weatherand ſhallow 
waters: and ther:roomore:for 
plea(ure;'rhanirrafhck. If they 
be; as fox themoft part they are, 
narrow -initheHold;;and deftirute 
.of:Ballaſt'fufhcieqt ro copnrer- 
poize: their; large Sails, - they 
reel with: every blaſt: of Argu- 
ment, ;and are often driver upon 
the ſands. ofa! Nowplus:: bur 
where favaured with the breath 
of common Applauſe, they fail 
ſmoothly and proudly, and, like 

E 4 the 
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the . Ciry Pageants, diſcharge 
whole Valleys of Squibbs and 


Crackers, and skirmiſh moſt fu- . 


ART. 3. 


Of theſe You meet with two 
jorts. Some carry away the bell 
in Table-ralk and Familiar con- 
verſation, with ſhort, but pi- 
quant touches of Phanſie, ſuch as 
playes chiefly upon the defects 


or misfortunes of others in the 


company, yet withour gall : 
cheir reeth are ſharp, but nor ve- 
nemous :: and they rather nib- 
ble, than bite. Other;, approach- 
1ng nearer to'thgdignity of Elo- 
quence, are provided, when- 
ever they pleate to 1mploy their 
ralent, either in publick or pri- 


vate, 
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vate, to ſpeak volubly, and: to 
the purpole; yet not ſo much 
from ſolidity of Judgement; as 
ſtrengch of Memory , which in- 
ſtantly ſupplicsthem with whaz- 
ever they have heard or -read 
agreeable to their Theme. The 


fine deſcants and-: poinant-re- 


marks of hoth: ſorts are com- 


norant. Ears, but alſo by-fome 
of Scholaſtick Erudition ;. who 


obſerving the facility. of: their 


vein in breaking ſharp jeſts,. and 
pouring forth arorrent of notun- 
decent exprefiions., are apt: to 
grow out of :love.. with them- 
telves;:and-ro be. offended with 


their own flowneſs of Concepti- 


on, which permits them nor to- 


do the [like withour premedita- 


tion and pumping. And they 


have 


— 


NU CCOES. as 


. 
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have: irealon.:! For; whatocan 
You: imagine : more :dpecipwlly 
reſembling-{.crje: induſtry /-and 
gracefull Elocution, thanithe op- 

rtune and: pbrrinepr . Hats of 
theſe facctious Spirits22:: what 
midre . Elegadt;; xhan: to'- make 
acute: refletiansupon-eveby 20c- 
current ;. and! rd/ give» hame- 
aretheleſs reſented, bechulcthey 
appear inddainndijpdulia? ' Tt 


tocthis Promptneſs anth Jacwndity, of 


Wir, -cirher Napure'hath been: fo 
tibecal pn comthants: of 
"Perfon, or:Fortune 17 mg 
asroconjoyn:dighity of Condition , 
'efpedially-iÞitdbe; animated. by 


_ great and fecure:((onfidence=::then 
35 their: liberty. of -jeftiig: as it 


were - authorized: in all »places, 


nor ungrateful to thoſe: whom 
: It 


_— 


it provokes: yea ofrntiimes: by 
its very Galliardiſe , it wins "the 
Palm from ſolid 2ad exact Prue: 
dence, if lodgedin Men of excel- 
lent abilities, but Rowe 2 re, reſſi- 
on. Of- 'the advant v9 'Te- 
dommding/ to ready ir from 
that Gracefalneſs. Le "Perſon. 
which the” Grecians termed 
To "depryompemts " TponuTe, and the 
Latins, 4 ignitas oris - You have 
att eminert Example in Non the 
Syracuſqr,who' Eee wich 1n- 
SLY ( elf _ i Bogle, 
Wheib' proſp ous inh Lavoe 
on, that he'ruintd Dione us, and 
ſycceeded him inthe” Soveraigh- 
»of Sicily © afid Corn, Nepos puts 
e ſame in his Character . 
he among his natural En- 
-dowments he reckons as chief, 
mgenium docile & come ; magnamg, 
corporis 


EET 


Go OftheDiffermt Wits 


I— 


—— 


 Corporis dignitatem, que non minimum 


commendatur. 
4s RD: 
 Burthisſocharming ſwittneſs 
.of both Phanſie and Tongue. is 


not exempt. from its Failings, and 
thoſe_ ſhamefull ones roo ſome- 


their familiar and private con- 
yerſation, into grave and ſevere 
Afemblies, whence all extem- 
porary, aſhes of Wit, all Phan- 
raſtick alluſions, all Perſonal re- 
flections are excluded, and there 
engage them ih an Encountre 
with ſolid Wiſdom, not in light 
sSkirmiſhes, but a pitcht field of 
long and {erious 77 tk concern- 
ing any important queſtion : and 
then Youſhall Rn Ailboves their 
+» | weaknels, 
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weakneſs, and contemnthar bar- 
renneſs of underſtanding which is 
uncapable of ſtruggling with the 
difficulties of Apodictical know- 
ledge, and the deduction of truth 
from a long ſeries of Reaſons. A- 
gain,if Sol very conciſe ſayings, 
and lucky Repartes (for the Court 
hath now naturaliz'd that Word) 
wherein they are ſo happy, and 
which art firſt hearing were en- 


tertained with ſo much of plea- 


ſure and admiration , be written 


down, and brought to a ftrictex- 


amination of their Pertmency, Co» 
herence and Verity : how ſhallow, 
how frothy, how forced will 
they be found! how much will 
they loſe of that Applauſe, which 


their tickling of the ear, and pre- 


ſent flight through the Imagina- 


tion had gain'd”! In the greateſt 
"pas 
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part thetefore of ſuch Men You 
ought to-expett nodeep and con- 
tinnedRiver of Wir'; but ohly a 
few Plaſhes, and thoſe too not al- 
cogerher” free from mudd-' and 
parennan DUET 1707 
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| 4 the ſecond place-comes the” 
41RKaxcGinc Wit, whole Preg- 
nancy 1s: fo. diffuſed; that it flies 
atall m_ .. and commonly af- 
ſiſted with prolix  Eloquence, 
diſcourſeth copiouſly ratherthan 
cloſely , withour premeditation || | 
tupplying ir ſelf with words and || | 
ſentences, as out of atreaſury in- || 


exhauſtible. Men of this Ta- 


lent 
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lent ate uſually itt high efleem 
with the People, if of ſuch Pro 


feſfions Is give thin opportuni= 


ties to ſhew their Copiouſireſs in 
publick Aﬀemblies of Counttls: 


nor ungfkteful m privare Con- 


verſation, at leaft when once they 
have learned as well to be filent 
at ſorne times, as to: ſpeak pro- 
fuſcly at others. Which they 
cannot eaſtly do.” For, as al} 
Brute Animals know, by natyral 
inſtin&; in what part their chief 
ower ties, and delight in the 
Freilent uſe of that part aboye 
all the reſt of 'rheir mem- 
bers : ſo theſe Men, highly de- 
lighted with their faculty of 
Eloquence, wherein alone they 
exe are hardly - brought” to 
obſerve: Decorim, and opporruni- 
ties when to contract or expatt- 
- E ate; 
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are, when.to ſpeak or hold their 


Peace ; butcarryed violently on 
ry ſubje, how trivial or imper- 
nent ſoever, often entangle 
themſclves in Arguments above 
their underſtanding, and ſo (a- 
tiate, but not oariah their Hear- 
ers. .' So that even a Wile man 
may juſtly wonder, their impru- 
dgnce conſidered, how they are 
able to ſpeak ſo much and ſo 
little at once, ſo well and to fo 
lirtle purpoſe. Having at length 
ended (not finithed) their fine 
Farangues, they. ſcarcely refrain 
from openly applauding them- 
ſelves : = it their Auditors 
ſhew any ſigns of Complacency 
and. good Humour, they are apt 
to.refer 1t only to a ſatisfaction 
of judgement reſulting from the 


y an itch of declaiming on eve-. 


Elegancy | 


;_— nh 5 Mw _ Cann a. Se: 


er << oc. 1 


=! Od wm 


——_— 


, P n VS . 2 yl AAAS ES oth 5 Es M5? Det RE ER ER ar” oe Ida AS IN ads. Lat Salt CEOS WD OP : 
k Ry OB ther 5 TEL Fo ei oe 5 Ei £485 IEG, $7 ey Fabde'y Ny ONT T4 ILSS ES 22 A oe , 6 4. Le aA TO ETA 4 dE OS OI NI LO IENER 
4 ARES ob A NEIL a oe Ee LE EO RIC " - - $30» 71 f ? Ig : CR ES nb 435 CS IS | 
$356 OS S MEISE INY% fe " 2 wo. , £ I : : : 
SEE. : _ Peng Warr) Ts nn 9; ; 
: ; oY , "3 
; , Nos 
" 
_ 
: ; E) 
7 F 
— —_ he. — > 2: ho . S- 
3 OSS Rs” £39 L, ——— — 
as ; : as .4 
*+ y J 
v > " . 
= 
P by » = 4 X $ , 
: iy, © K 4 g , 
. * 4 .: : : 
- JI 4 C 
/ ' L . "= L s 


Elegancy -of their. diſcourſes; 
chough the ſame arifeth: rather: 
from Joy that they are art length 


delivered from the 1mporeunity 


of-them. Notwithſtanding this: 
Vanity it muſtbe confeſled, theſe: 

bow long wings, and m-_ 
cited by a ſecret impetus: of | Na-: 


Wits 
ture, delight to flye abroad; and 


range over the whole field of 
Sciences : but then again ſuch is 
their ſpeed and praecipitaney, 
they ſtay no where long enough 


to cxamme, eleft and .oather ; like 


Bees in a windy day, they rake 


only, a {uperficial taſte of vari- 
ous flowers; and return. to- their 
hives unloaded. Whence if 
comes, that while they are. diſ- 
courſing of one part of Learning, 
if anew hint chance to.ari{e and 
intrude it {elf into their Imagina- 

F ion, 
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tion inſtantly quitting their for- 
mer "Theme; they as oy 
purſue the new one > and-lo of- 
ren divert.to freſh Arguments, 
till-they have wholly forgotten 
the queſtion firſt ſtarted ;! a5 un 
anc 'Hownds, merino with' a 
new ſcent, follows! with RAT 

cry, ahd' loſe the Beaſt Girft chia- 
{ed. And this'is:that Defett of- 
Mid, which 1s conimonly called 
Levity : arifing ns chiefly 
rr an, excelhve Mobility of the' 


Animal” ſpirits in the I of 
Long 


Kod wonder, chew” if theſs 
Rambling Heads beſo far from 
atrainitg to fublime and extra- 
ordumrary Wiſdom, that for the 


moſt” parr- they core ſhort of 
even” -Vuloar ones in ordering 


their 
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their affairs according ro the 
rules of Domeſtick Prudence. Some 
of them + becloud themſelves 
with the © Vapours''of Philauty; 
felf-Fove; and over-valuation 6f 
their own Opinions, and huws- 
ing aftet "Praiſe : Others loſe 


their credit by roo-viſible Afe- 


Fation + Others arternpt rhings 
above their reach, and ſthk them- 


 felves by aſpiring © and Moſt 


prove wanting to:theraſelves and 
Friends in fuch offices,' where 
conſtant '/tdidity, and' fteady ad- 
herence to one purpole is re- 
quired. For, they are naturally 


light, upconſtant even to their 


own Hopes, variable in their 


» : 


Deſigns: fixrto no their 


6wn Opinions, in which they 
1o' abſolurely confide, that they, 
look not into the advantages of 
ay - Fx: others 
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others propoſals and counſels, 
And yet for all this ſome of 
them lo dazel weaker Eyes with 
the poliſh and. luſtre of their ſu- 
perficial Parts, thar they pals for 
Agcompliſhed Perſons, and are 
at length admitted ro reap that 
harveſt of, Fame and. Wealth, 
which ought to be the reward of 
ſolid and 'profound Abilities : 
eſpecially when they have ac- 
quired the Art.of underſtanding 
as well how to conceal theix De: 
tefts, as how to. ſer forth their - 


good Qualities. 
ART. 2. 


_. Fhis Art conliſteth-principal- 
ly 1n moderating their fervency 
of ſpeaking. in ahi change 
-Of - Arguments ; and .alwayes 


chooſing 


S& -- 
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chooſing ſuch, in which they 
may. moſt eaſily impoſe upon 
their Hearers, For inſtance . 
among Military men, letthem dif- 


courle of matters of Religion, of 


the rites and cuſtoms of the An- 
cients, of the Origines and Mi- 
grations of Nations, 'and ſuch 
like Themes, wherein Souldiers 
penny have bur little know- 
edge, among men bred up in 
the ſhades of the Schools, and un- 
converſant in Polities, ler them 
diſcourſe of the foundations and 
periods of Empires, of the Fates 


of Kingdofns, of the revolutions. 


in Commonwealths, of the Vir- 
tues and great actions of parti- 
cular Princes, of State Maxims, 
&c. Ina word, Let them provoke 


none in hs own Way or Art. For, 


in familiar conferences, and 10- 
F 3 ciable 
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ciable Colloquies, it is not utt 


2 
grateful, lo it be dextroully done, 
ro divert to things of which the 
Company is ignorant.; both be- 
cauſe Errours then eſcape diſco- 
very, and becauſe Novelty be-_ 
gets pleaſure, and by how much 
more we eſteem things of which 
we never heard - before, by lo 
much' niore do we admire him 
who delivered them. But above 
all let them take heed - of Writing ; 
which to Roving and Superfici- 
al Wits is as difhcult , as their 
Gift of ſpeaking fluently is eafie, 
and for the molt part proves no 
leſs deſtructive to rheir Fame, 
thantheir ex tempore Oratory hath 
been 'favourable. For, that 
which gives due ſharpneſs and 
grace to.the Sule of aWritter, and 
recommends it to. the preſenc 
Tag ab e- 1 and 


and ſucceeding Ages, 1s exquiiite: 
and elaborate Judgement; which. 
is very rarely conjoyn'd with.na- 
raral' luency of {peech. © The 
Reaſon may. be this'; that a 
prompt, -but turbulent - Mind 
when in' retirement ( which all 
know to be neceſlary to a Wri- 
ter) it comes once to . reflect 
upon it ſelf, and examine its 
own ſtrength ; burdened with 
multiplicity, of things. together 
offering themſelves, and; con- 
founded with variery of 
thoughts, loon faints under the 
weight : ;and | having «neither 
judgement to ſelett, nor-patience 
to digeſt, falls ar length anto Di- 
{traction, or Delpondency. In 
fne, the Faculty of — well 
is {o different from that of talk- 
ing volubly, and requires fo 
F 4 much 
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they find rhe wings of their Phan- 
fie clipr, and their underflanding 
gel in ſtrong and knotry: 
Reafonings, are miſerably at a 
Joſs haw to extricate themlelves, 
and deſpairing of ſucceſs, return 
ta their former liberty. Yet 
ſome of this (laſs, either blind- 
ed with {elf-conceit, or deluded 
by adularion of their Admirers, 
have adventured to publiſh 


Rooks; and out of yain Ambi- 


tion to enlarge and eternize_ 


their Reputation by their 
Pen, have utterly ruined 
what they had acquired by 
' the: njmblenels of rheir Tongue. 
My advice, therefore, to tuch 

| in 


m2 Of the DiferentWits | 


much more of both Attention. 
and Deliberation , that moſtot__ 
your Fme Speakers, when once 
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{hall be this ; thar they. raiſe 
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ſome conſiderable Volume from 
them, and keep thar expectation 
alive as long as they can : bur 
| be ſo wile as never to ſatisfie- it 
with ſo much as a ſingle Sheer. 
Bur Wits of this teraper are 
commonly too Hot ro mode- 
rate their Efforts ; too opinio- 
nated to take caution from the 


in the World an Expectation of 


Counlel of even their - rrueſk 


Friends : and therefore I leave 
them to pleale themſelves. 
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he have beheld the Ready, 


gether with their "Advantages 


and 


and the Roving Wits, to- . 
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and Defects ; be. pleaſed now 
to-remove Your eyetothe Image 
of a Third (ort, which ſeeming 
' contrary to both, and yet more 
uſefull than either, may there- 
fore not unfuly be called / the 
Stow, but Sure Wit.,Some 
Heads there are'of a certain clole 
and reſerved Conſtitution, which 
makes them at firſt f1ght to | pro- 
miſe as little | of rhe Virtues 
wherewith they are endowed, 
as the former-appear to be above 
the Imperfe&tions to which they 
are ſubject. Somewhat Olow 
they are indeed of both (oncepti- 
on and Expreſ$ion ; yet no whit 
the leſs comparated to ſolid Pru- 
dence. When they are ingaged 
tro ſpeak, their Tongue doth got 
67 interpret the dictates of 
their:Mind ;. fo that their Lan- 


guage 
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guage comes as it were dropping 


trom "their :lapps., even where 
they. are encouraged by familiar 


efxcreaties, or::provoked- by rhe 


{martneſs: of | jeſts,;. which ſud- 
dainand nimbleWirs have new- 


ly darted at :them. Coſtive 
they are alſg intheir Invention ; 
ſo. that wher: they would deli- 
ver. :-fomewhar - folid and. re- 
markable, they are long in ſeek- 
ing what is fit, and as long in 
determining in what manner and 


| words to utter it. Bur, after a 
little conſideration, they pene- 


trace deeply into the ſubſtance of 


things, and marrow of bufineſs, 


and conceive proper and 'Em- 
phatick words, by which to ex- 
preſs their Sentiments. Barren 
they-.are not, but. a little Hey 
and Retentive.: Their Gitts lye 
A deep 
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= TT the Different Wits | 
deep and concealed-; being fur- 


niſhed with Notions, not atry 
and -umbratil ones, borrowed (| 
fromthe Pedanriſm of rhe Schools, fl. 
bur true and uſefull : andif they 
have: been manured with good 
Learning, and the habit of EX- 
erciſing their Pen ; oftentimes 
they produce many . excellent 


Conceptions worthy to be tran: 
mucced to Poſterity. ; 
ART. 2. 

Though they have no reaſon fl, 
ro accuſe Nature of any un- 7 
kindneſs tothem, yetthey have 


Juſt cauſe ro complain of the 
iniquity of Fortune, in this re- 
{pet , that having an Aſpect 
very like to narrow and dull-Ca- 
paciues, at farſt fight moſt _ 
| take 
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rake them to be. really ſuch, 


with the eyes of negle& and 
contempt. Hence it comes, 
thas, Excellent Parts remaining 
unknown, often. want the fa- 
your and patronage of Great 
Perſons, whereby otherwiſe 
they might be ns WB from 
obſcurity, and raiſed to imploy- 
ments. an{werable. to their  Fa- 


culties, and crowned with ho-. 


nours; proportionate , to their 
Merits : as the', moſt precious 
wares ſeldom invite buyers, if 
kept "in darkſome corners, nor 
cm expoled, and adorned 
with ſplendid titles. 


ART. 2. 


The beſt courſe, therefore, 
-” ny 


and ftrangers look upon them 


= 


_ WT the Dan — 


for theſe to overcome. the E- 
clipſe, which rant vtually | 
brings upon them; . is to-Tontend 
againſt ther owh Modeſty. - and ei- 
ther by fre erit EOnverſs with 
noble La leeraing, ſpitits," b 
enlarge the Windows of theit 
Mhnids, and mot thoſe le 
of Reſervedne s, that darken.the 
loftre of their Factities : 'Or 3-4 
| Writing on ſome'rtew and ufe 
F | ſubje&, to ly 'open their- 
| lent, thar 1o' the! World Fr 
be convinced of their incrinſt 
value: ens nga gail 
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it 4 Oppoſites, *too' much Heavi- 
ds] neſs, and too much Lighrneſs, 
he] Natnre ſcemmsro have placedthe 
p gmt, Aur or AMPLE 
I Wit: which" is' ſeldom out of 
a-þ 16ve with itſelf Fer never too 
iy indolgentts ir ſelf, and often ad- 
vanceth irs pofleſſors torhehigh- 
eſt honours and dignities, of 
which . Subjects are capable. 
This ufually is attended with 
no + more of Hloquence than de- 
|| cency allows, or occaſion re- 
T. quires . and that, if cultivated 
by Erudition , or matured by 
Te, is always near and grace- 
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full even in familiar Converſati- 
on; neither precipitate, nor flow 


in delivery : as guided by a 
Judgement, though not ſharp on 


the {uddain, yet ſtrong and folid 


after a: little recollection.. : n 


fine, this is the Man moſt fix to 


harbour all Virtues; as by Na- 
rures. benignity comparated to 


great Prudence, as: well Publick as 
Private : and if toucht with a 
Temperamental Propenſity to 
ſome certain Vice, yet ſeldom 
ramted with any evil. Habit. 


ART. 2. 


| Betwixt theſe Ample Wis. and 


| the Narrow ones, Nature her ſeif 


hath a certain (riterion or Cha- 


racter of Diſtinction, eaſily di{- 


cernable : and it is this. The 
: FR, 


en —_ a. kk a M = | mal. Pant 
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Former, being duly conicious of 


. Alpes > + 


et a 


their own dignity, do all thirtgs 
with a Bon Mine or go00d Grace; 
and becoming Freedom, far from 
the'vices of AﬀeCtation and Con: 
ſtrained Formality : as Being 
a&uared by.Spirirs not bold, bur 
Generous ind Erect, alwayes ad- 
dreſſed to noble Ends, and con- 


remplarting ({omewhar diffuſive 


and above vulgar aims: And 
this is that Semi-divine TT emper 
of the Mind, which Ariſtotle calls 
Evpviz, the Latins, Felicttas mge- 
mt ; and we, an Univerſal Capa: 


city. Oa the contrary, Narrow 


and Grovelmg Wits condemri 
themlelves to abject Cogitati- 
ons. and Idw Counſels; never 
daring toalpire above the. com- 
mon {uggeſtions of theirpuſilla- 
aimous Humility. : yer in little 


(3 * matrrers, 
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matters, and {uch as tranſcend 
not the Sphere of their Capa- 
city, they often proceed with 
exact diligence, and {ometimes 


alſo with good ſucceſs ; there 


| being annexed to them a certain 


 Wiſdome 


Aſtutia, ſiniſtre or ſpurious 
called Cunning and 
Wiſdom for ones ſelf , ſuch as is 
common alſo to weak and timo- 
rous Animals, which keepsthem 
intent wholly upon their own 


ſatety, and (as we have before . 


deduced it) ariſeth only from 
dif fidence of ſufficiency m themſelroes . 
than which there can be no 
greater Enemy to noble and gg- 
nerous Undertakings. Beſides, 
xt they ar any time (as fome- 
times, puft.up with proſperity of 
their. Crafty and_ undermining 
deligns, they will ) offer at in- 

3170 genulty ; 
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gemnuity, it is with ſo much con- 
ſtraint, formality and ſtarch'd- 
nefs, that they expoſe themſelves 
to the ſmiles and contempt of 


Judicious Men. 
A&r. 3. 


This Thau or Mark of diffe- 
rence is well worthy Your ob- 
ſervation, becauſe theſe Half-wit- 
ted or Cunning Men for the moſt 
part wake advantage of even 
their Inability, building rather 
upon deceiving others, who 
confide in them, than upon 
any ſoundneſs of their own 
proceedings : and becaule (as 
the Loyd Chancellor Bacon moſt 
judiciouſly obſerves) nothing doth 
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more harm m a State; than that Cun- 
ning men paſs for Wiſe men ; like 
Empiricks in Phyſick, they may in- 
decd have 2 great Colle&ion of 
Experiments, but not knowing 
the right and ſeaſonable uſe of 
them, pervert them to baſe and 
{iniſter Ends. | 


Leaving them therefore a$ un- 
worthy  turther conſideration, 
ler us return to our Bon. Efprit, 
and for -a few minutes entertain 
our ſelves with contemplating - 
the excellency thereof. 


ART. 4. 
; There are among the Literati, 


who milled either by too much 
favour to their own Diſciplines, ox 


by an immoderate eſteem of the 


adyantages 
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advantages of Scholaſtick Sciences 
( which were neverdenyed to be 
very great by any but the Barba- 
rous) allow no Wit to be Happy 
and of Publick uſe, but that which 
15 not only capable of, bur alſo 
naturally addicted ro Letters , 
noneto have attained to the juſt 
heightof Prudence, that wasnot 
advanced thereto by the Scale 
of various Learning. Thus Men 
eminently fruitful in Publick 
Virtues, and as it were conſtel- 
lated for Palitie or the great Art 


of Governing the Mulritude, they 


| exclude fram- the Senate, and 
from true Greatneſs, by a Preju- 
dice more allyedto Envy than ta 
Diſcretion, For, 
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ART. 5. 


On the contrary, it is much 
more reaſonable ro. hold, that 
none are ſo fit for affairs of State, 
as thole bleſt Favourites of Na- 
ture, upon whom ſhe hath accu- 
mulated her nobleft and richeſt 
Donatives : Since: that Sagacity 

_ of Spirit which enableth'a Man 
not only. to know: the Reſorts 
and Opportunities of Buſineſs ; 

| bur alto to fink into the Main of 
it; and then to form Counſels 
both -for Condutt and Diſpatch - 
(the.two Principal Virtyes in a 

Otates-man) 1s rather the free 
Gift of Heaven, than the pur- 
chaſe of Labour and Study. 
Which ſeems to beno more than 

That the preat Roman Orator 

| averrs, . 
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averrs, upon his own oblervati- 
on. Ego multos homines (laith he) 
in Orat. pro Archia Potta ) excellent! 
animo ac cvirtute fuſſe, & ſine 
dodtrina, nature ipfius habitu prope 
 dirvino, per ſeipſos & moderatos & 
graves extitifſe fateor : & illud ad- 
jungam, fepms ad laudem, atq, Vir- 
tutem naturam ſine doftrma; quam 
ſine natura Valuiſſe doetrinam. 
Again, Time hath furniſhed us 
with Examples of ſome, wha 
had acquired high eſtimation in 
the Schools by extraordinary 
acuteneſs 'in fundry kinds of 
Learning, and yet proved very 
weak, when they were tranl\- 
planted into the more \{ubtile and 
hne region. of Princes Courts 
and Councils : their Reaſon 
then confeſſing it {elf roo dull- 
ſighted to diſcern the Finefles -- 
wy G 4 of 


—"_ of the Dia Wits 


of Civil Prudence, to which 


all other Learning muſt give 
place. ' 


You will nor, Sir, I preſume, 


be long in gerermining which 1s 


the truer Wiſdom, his, who can 


forelee diſcontents a Motions 


of a Nacion, and provide ſeaſona- 
ble and (afe Remedies for them.; 

or his, who, aker long contem- 
lation, is able to predict Ecli ples 
pf the Sun and Moon, and to cal- 


culate the journeys ad returns: 
of all the Planets - but cannot 


preſage what dangers threaten 
the Commonwealth, whar 


Changes and Revolutions are 
mmpendeps oVer the SLate. 


Beſides, hes yery Men, who 
thus cry up the uſcfulpeſs of 
Languages 
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Languages and Scencex, reſtrainnot 
the ritle of Learned and Polite co — 
him alone, who hath with equal 
telicity run through the whole 
Encyclopedie or Round of Arrs and 
Sciences : butthink it ſufhcient, 
if a Man acquire excellency in/ * 
any one of them : for inſtance, if 
an Orator ſingularly dextrous. in 
managing Arguments, and hap- 
py/ in all the Exormations of 
(ſpeech, be yer dull and heavy in 
comprehending the {ecrets of Na- 
tural Philoſopby ; or if a profound 
Philoſopher be yer deſtiture of Elo- 
quence, or unconverſant in Hiſto- 
ry, and Politicks and other parts af 
Learning ; they nevertheleſs de- 
ny him not the Honour of an 
Eminent Wir. Thar Prehemi- 
nence therefore, which is due 
from .apy.:one part of Learning, 
ES why 
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why are they.ſo partial, ſo unjuſt, 


as/to:detract from that Science, 
which is converſant in the regu- 
lation of whole Societies of Men, 
and which in that very relpe&t 


ought to be preferred to all other 


Human -Knowledge 2 Think 


rhey, that Wiſdom tipeaks to her 
Diſciples only in Greek, or Latin, 
Or Fe 


brew , and not rather in a 


| ſecrer Vroacity of Spirit, and a 
_ piercing Judgement or Reaſon 


that underſtands all Languages? 
Tobe born with a pregnant Wir; 
is no {uch high mdulgence of 


Narure, if no -more be requi- 
_ red therein, than aPropenſion to, 


and Capacir of Erudition Scho- 


laſtick. Thoſe of the Ancients, 
whom: we acknowledge to have 
been the Patriarchs - of Sciences, 


_ andgreat Examples-of Wiſdom, 
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never conſumed much of oyl 


and {wear inthe {ſhades of the 
Schodls': and yer _ they 
were born under. Stars - highly 
proggous : To found Repub- 
icks, to. make wholſome Laws 
for \'confervation. ' of publick 
Peace, to ſupport their Countrey 
by. wiſe Counlels, to obſerverhe 
 Confticutions;Rites and Cuſtoms 
of 'orher Nations, and transferr 
into their own whatever they 
found worthy imitation ; ſo far 
ro. note and regiſter the motions 
of Ccleſtial Bodies, as to keep a 
atrue account of Time, and ac- 
_commodate their negotiations 
both ar home and abroad to the 
moſt convenient ſeaſons of the: 
year, and benefit of the People : 
This.,this was chiefly called Science 
inthoſe elder and purer Io 
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92 Of the Different Wits 
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To be a little.more particu- 
lar; while thoſe Primitive Sages 
laboured ro reclaim ſavage and 
rade- Multitudes, and mollifie 
their iron Minds by manſuerude 
and-'other Virtues--neceſfary to 
common fſafery and the mainre- 
nance "of Right. in Civil Socie- 
ties; by little and little there 
grew up that Knowledge, which 
15 called Moral Philoſophy. And 
while, being Sivjoyned] by muru- 
al emulation and ' contention, 

they endevoured to perſwade the 
People to favour and adhere to 
one or-the other fide, they made 
ſpeeches to them to mave their - 
Aﬀections accordingly . that 
gave the firſt beginning and credit 
to Eloquence-or Oratory.- In a word, 
_ the Monuments-of Hiſtory have 
_ © conveyed 


En Ge eo SS oO 


gm 


conveyed down to us the Pru- bl 

denee and Artifices of thoſe Anei- 

ents; ſo as to be Precedentsto our 

4 {| Modern Literati ; at leaſt if they 

be able to bear the like weight 

of cares : if not, the beſt. uſe 

their weaker Heads can make of 

_ | ſuch Monuments, will be only to 

boaſt of their Reading, by ſhew- 

ing them to others ; as Prieſts * 

ſhew Reliques of Saints, bur 

want the power of working Mi- 

racles; or as keepers of antick 

and magnificent Structures can 

perhaps name the Founders and 

Archite&s, but imitate neither. 

For, to read Hiſtory only for 

Contemplation,' is a vain and 

idle plealure, that leaves no fruit 

behind : bur rojmitare the glo- 

rious actions and atchievements 

of ſuch worthy. Patriors, that's 
2 oo, true 
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rue andnoble Eradition. This was 
the uſe (icero made of his - vaſt 
' readings, as appears by that 'pro- 


feffion of his - (m Orat. pro Archia 
Potta. ) Quan mult as nobis imagines, 
non ſolum ad intuendum, verum tti- 
am ad imitandum, fortiſSmorunt ho- 
minum expreſſ as Seriptores &\ 'Greci 
& Latmi reliquerunt * quas Ego mihi 


ſemper in admimiſtranda Rep.  pro- 
 ponens, Animumi & mentem mean 


ipſa cogitatione Virorum excellentiumt 

eonformabam, &C: 
ART. 6. 

| Nevertheleſs i is not to be 

doubred, but the moſt Abſolute 


p, 


Wit isthat, which (like the: Firſt 
 pableof any Form, and can with 


equal faciliry employ ir ſelF in all 
| 1 kinds 
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kinds of Studies , having an Uni- 
yverſal Acuteneſs, and ſtrength as 


well to graſp the difficult and 


EEy Myfteries of State, asto 
unrave 

Arts. and Sciences profeſſed in 
Univerſities. For, Studies per- 
fect Narure ; and both are per- 
teated by Experience : natural 
Abilities being like Fruit-trees, 
that need proyning and culture 


by learning , and Studies them- 


ſelves giving forth direQions too 


much art large, except they be_ 


bounded by. Experience. All 
rogether make the happieſt con- 
junction, and by mutual al- 
fiſtance advance their Owner to 
the pinnacle of Humane Wiſ- 
dom and Honour : that ſublime 
Sagaicry of judgement requiſite 
in a States-man, and conformed ro 
the 


the knotty Methods of ; 
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the Genius of the preſent-Age, and 


comporting with the conſtituri- 


on . of Aﬀeairs,; {ſs governing 


Learning, as thar it can neither 


degenerate into Pedantiſm, nor 
roftin vainand folitary Speculati 
on: and Learning, on the other 
ſide, ſo {uppoiting and enriching 
the Judgement, as that it need 
not rely only upon ſingle Expe- 
rience and Obſervation of its 
own , time, but may have: re- 
courle al{o'to the Oracles of all 


former Ages, and furniſh it ſelf 
with Examples out of the trea- 


{ury of Antiquity. . | 


Yer if any Man (as many ſuch 
there are) naturally addicted-ro 
Publick buſineſs, and fit to ſerve 
his Prince and Countrey in qua- 
lity 0: a Counſellor, be nor 
| equally 
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ons 2h eite Mes 
nor.''prof} - in \Scholaftick 
ſpecularions';,-:I: hope;:Sir;*You 
wilt norftick:to allowhimrobe 
a Perfon'of a more 'iere& Mind, 
and nobler:'/Parts,' than:a' meer . 
Contemplative Book-man;; who 
though'perhaps: skilfull:in Lan- 
guages,and Logician enough to 
unriddle:and- impoſe Sophiſms, 
and to diſpute long and formally 
about Non-entities, is yet too nar- 
row of \underſtanding ro mea- 
furethe vaſtneſs of (Foil Prudence, 
which'is founded upon marure 
obſeryation, and builc up of fo- 
lid Experiences, ſquar'd by exa&t 
Judgement, and adjufted'ro pre- - 
tent Emergencies in State.. So 
that I am apr:to believe, that Fa- 
 TVorinus. Was: in Very 'good icar- 
neſt, chough he ſcemed'to jeſt, 


H when, 


when be dricatured thei —_ 
tedte'of Adrien the Emperour:by 
che greatneGoff his Power. i; Fhe 
Story is in ſhove this. thier; nota 
Ittle acmbicious ofthe fameofex- 
traordinary: Leaming;! 4gciden- 
tally meoring d#voionigcan cnoid- 
nent Philoſopher, - felcinftamly 
ley of; SyPlagilms;:and preſſed 
him with: Sophiſtical: Atgu- 
ments: :'t0 - which: the : waty 
Philoſopher made! but ſparing 
and modeſt an{wers;/fuch as in- 
_ timatedhhis:/being-avercome, and 

left cheEndperdurto plcaſehimna- 
felf wits his: imagmary-yictory. 
-Soon aftief;;ro hisFriends repre- 
hending hin for a Pas {o weak 
defence,he rettimedrhis vindica- 


tion: :;;J-were to blame;i faid he). 


if 1 ſhould not (grant him- to be the 


i moſt 
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moſt learned, who bath daily twenty Le- 
gions at his command.” WhichlT un- 
derftand to be more than a Com- 
plement;, he: Regithent of ſo 
many Milliefis being apiece of 
greater $Kill,.and ſablimer Sci- 


edce,than to ms 2.diſputari- 
cnitich Dialedhienllubdlity, nnd. 
argue in Mode and Figure. 


4 Mag thus in aſhore digreſ- 
_ ion, endeayouted to refure the 
Error of ſuch who hold, rhat no 
Wit, howevet Ample and Happy 
mn Its native capacity, can yet at- 
rain to ſolid Prudence, without 
the improvement of Scholaſtick 
Erudition : it follows, that we 
obſerve briefly -both the Yice, to 
which even the Beſt tempered 
Wits ſometimes are prone ; and 
the principal Remedy thereof. 

— 3 3 ART. 
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5; As Puſtllanimity or Self-difh- 
'dencei-makes of Narrow: Wits 
Cunning: men : ſo, ſelf-confidence, 
if immoderare, often: checks the 
growth;and hinders the fertility 
of eventhe Beſt Wits..' For, ſome 
of greateſt hopes, too ſoon truſt- 
ing to the native pregnancy of 
ther: Mind, - and Jilin rom 
Le&ure ,.' Meditation and all 
ather ' Jabour of the Brain, as 
aot- only unneceſſary, but alſo 
burdenſome, and expenſive of 
tune: thereby cligp their own 
wings, -render . themſelves unfir 
for any. generous flight, andever 
after flagg ; Jo far trom aſpiring 
above orhers,. that they come 
ſhort even of themſelves, and 
5-4 ſuffering 


ſuffering thoſe igniculi thereiltot 
Ccoleſtial ſparks of ed Gate: 
which they were in their Youth 
actuated, to-languiſh and go out 
for want of induſtry to fan them, 
degenerate-into a barrexydulneſs, 
fomuch themore-difficaleitro be 
overcome , by” how. much rhe 
Jonger - er& acknowledged: 
Whereas Others ,'. conſcious 'of 
their native-imbeciJliry;;endea- 
vour. with :Jabour. andi{wear'to 
acquire what: the auſterity of 
| Narure denyef} them; *:and by 
continual culcute' of: Study, and 
| ſeedsof good Diſcipline; fo-en: 
rich. the field of their: Under- 
ſanding, that 'at length they ex- 
ceed in fertility of Science nor 
only their former ſelves , bur 
others alſo ro whom®:Natgre 
hath been - much more" bouh- 
H } tiful. 


= > which Iris «mane, 
_r, _ 


= l 


-Anr. ns. 


The, et R for chi 
Theor —_— ſeldom 
beings. an dreophy, or defect of 
mentupon the beſt rem- 
pered Wir, can beno other bur 
*onſtanp Stk and Meditation, - 
which: _ nem bt 'the Mind 
ave exerciſed an vigour. 
Not. that .it-is. ren Men of 
' this ofderſhould over-curionſly 
ſearch invo each punt; 207 nicety 
of the thing they contemplate : 
for, though that be the way to 
anain exaQinels in lome Particu- 
lars ; yet in would at the fame 


__rime, Saremb retardrheir progreſs 
inthe Mam 4 make tt { " 


ang he- 


fore 


yo of RR =—_ a 


| L -\\Wf; FI 06A OH Ky} IQ} | 

ONES ns, 
make a liberal-and. genuine in- 
ſpection into the whole of thar 
very Sczence;whichhthey io am- 


Wd: Beſigesthe ſame 
ROE yare ns 
cirogiitions wirhde4oo nar- 
row: a gpmpa(s;;; by: wmpaling 
their Cutzphry:.vporn, Notons, 
rhough pethapsof rr ore 
in; ſpeculasion, yet ab lie ute 
in:the oecurrents>eb;; life': nor 
could -rhey; - eaſily, ::ker i. loofe 
their-rhoughts: 10 other;things, 
which though! fometinats of an 
injctiounnature, yeemaybe more 
neceſſaryc.to be looktaqata..  'To 
theſe therefore ham bold to. pre- 
{cribe Syudy 45-4 :datly: Exerciſe, 
not astheir ſole: imploymens.' , 


> 
#+ 4 


1 SOUND AR 9% 1 5 Xo 
- .. Nor do:I'conderan' thoſe Fine 
Wits, that ſpend moſft-upon the 
Stock of Natute-; becaule-they 
have thisforexcuſe,Thatull Heads 
are not equally! diſpoſed to-patience 41 
the finer and acucer' the! Wir' 1s, 
by ſomuch the more eaſily in- 
deed doth iripenetrate'into things 
difficulc;anddivide things rs. 4 
ved, but-chen agaifritigrowsthe 
fooner blum -wwxh: length of 1a- 
bour and'mtention.-:.Fhe'Rea- 
{on perhaps1s this; thar Nature 


C73 


doth: rarely / commir ſuch” Fine 
Wins to the-cuſtody of groſs and 
robult Bodies; bur forthe moſt 
part chooſeth to lodge them in 
delicate andxender Conſtitutions, 

ſuch 


| 
6... F 


ſuch/as produce the pureſt and 

ſublimeſt-ſpirits':': which-as by 

their:prearter Mobility they con- 
s | duceroquicknefs: of -Apprehen- 

e | fiotiz/fo are theysfor the! ſame 
Fj OS proven Eupemizce 

5 Exhauſtion ,- +upon continued. 
; ble:of '#epararion” unleſs” after 
, due” repolc afid/ pleaſanc diver- 
; 


riſerrient. * Again; not only*the 

Labour:of- theſe: Erhereab Wits, 

bur evertheir Relaxation and Lea- 

| ſure ;iFrherefore-precious ;/ ibe- 

| cauſe! no ſoonerare:their Brains 

ar hibercy, bur they acquirenew 

Vigonr:,' and: their ' Acutenels 

ſpontaneouſly: ranging abroad, 

brings in freſh Hints, andreple- 

niſhesthem with ſerious refle&i- 
ons;/and: ufefal cogiratiens//vras - 

rich ground; when left: z:while 

w fallow, 


fallow, =; its; OWD: _ 

forth abundance : of \Excell 
Plants, in nothing: inferjiourise: 
the, beſt cultivated our 
This ſeems'y 


aciſbiog ge 
is. Whenat a. morning he 
had lain long-jn-bed;as qubolly 
- reſigned up-10:a0- incurioyus; f8- 
pole; 6neof bis Fexourites.com:- 
ingitohis Bed-chamber,ſalutes 
hkirh with this: Complemens;; Sir, 
({aid he) | where: 45. Colmus::the 
Great, to whoſe Vigilance, as:te'al Þi- 
lat,we: hove all-ritruſted. the: xonduFt 
of aur State? ave. nod hixeyes- pen-at 


0 
high noon * 1 harve been abroad ſome 
bauys ſence, , aud diſpatched. much bu- 
ſineſs. The Duke ſmattly returns, 
boaſt not Your _ thus, Sir ; ny 
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ery Repoſe. is mare profitable; than ; 
Chdderd age 


ART. 10. 


Nor: is this Delicacyof Con- 
ftiemzion , which hinders the 
Choiceſt Wits from undergoing 
the hardſhip. of conſtane. Stud 
and long watchings,ſoUniverſa]; 
burthar ſome are.exempred from 


it, '- Burtheſe are, I confeſs, very 


rare, and as the nobleſt Preſents 
Nature can-make to Kingdoms 
and Stares, {cIdom produced by 
her :: being of that moſt'happy ' 
temper, that they can ſtoop their 
lofry'Parts to the anxiety. of te- 
dious Meditations, and' drudgery 
of vaſt Readings and Colle&i- 
ons... To this they bring them- 
ſelves chieftv by Reſolution and 
To (»ſtom : 


2 


Cuſtom + whoſe Effe&ts art 
admirable in the Faculties of: the 
- Mind, than in thoſe of the Body. 
Hence our: - Sapp 
Mr. Hobbes (who was pleaſed 
not. long ſince. to tell me, that 
he was 1n the fortieth Year of his 
age, when he firſt began to ſtudy 
with _ due intention of N ind) 
ſpeaking of the; power! | of 
Cuftome upon the various -Inge- 
niesof Men, hath rhis remarka- 
ble. ſentence : (ue nova offen- 
dunt,  eadem - [@pius 'iterata naturam 


f ubigunt - & primo var ot th / e, 
mox ;autem amare cont. quod 1 


regimine, corporis maxime, deinde: eti- 
am in operationibus Animi perſpicuum 
eft. de natur. Homin. cap. 13. ſeft.3. 
When they have thus conquered 
themſelves, then it is they make 
the truly Brave Men. When 
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Time, Perſeverance in . Study, 
and Experience 'have brought - 
them to Maturity ; You ''may 
worthily call chem Living Li- 
braries, walking Epitomes of all 
Sciences, andMagazins of Know- 
ledge. For, in them may be 
found the Piety of Dirvines, the 
Wiſdom of Hiſtories, the Wit of 
Ports, the Solidity of the Mathema- 
ticks, the depth'of Natural Philoſo- 
phy, che Gravity and Uprightneſs 
of Moral, the warineſs of Logick, 
the ſtrength. and ſweetneſs of 
Rhetorick, the diſtinguiſhing ſub- 

tlery of the School-men, the ExaQt- 
neſs of Criticks, and the right Uſe 
of all. - And when they are fi 
in Publick imployments, abeunt _ 
vtudia im mores, they become fit to 
bare a continual load of cares ; 
not . prone to be confounded 
with 
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with Mulciplicicy. of affairs, nor 


diſcompoſed .with . the divers 


aſpects: - of - Occurtents, -'nor 
Rattled ac (une pod and crol; 


Events; bur coriftamtly calm, and 
equally {cdulons;afid wharmore 
can be | cxpeted:from Humane 


+ In this rude vs 71 of * the 
charming Beauties of the. Ample 


and  Studious Wir. more” of art 


might have beenthewn, andber- 
ter Colours uſed. - Bur, conſ1der- 


ing that it contains, tanquam. in 


 compendio, all the ſeveral /wtves 


that lye diſperſed and ſfmgle in 


Ke precedent {orts - and that 


You (Noble Sir, ) are ſo happy 
as ro need no more lively Image 
thereof, than what You may 
daily contemplate (the curtain 
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of Your great Modeſty with- 
drawn ) by _ upon Your 
Own: Ithoughtmy Mo 

to run the 7 068 over only wi 
light touches, and a haſty Pencil. 


art —_ 


Gn mon———_—_—_ 


Which I now.remove to a work © 


much leſs grarefull both to Your 
Gerius and niy.own, namely the 
Character of. the Malignant Wir : 
which I therefore reſerved: for 


thelaft place, tharthe Deformiry 
thereof might ſeroff the Beauties 


of thoſe already deſcribed; as 
Satyrs and Negro's painted by fair 
Ladies: make rhetn appear - more 
anuable. 
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DdY the. MatlkGNANT: Wir, 


17 chen, Iunderftand that which 
1s indeed-quick of Apprehenfion, 
but// void of. EBenaity::\..being 
prone-:to exercide:ir ſelf chiefly 
m xe-learching into the Defects, 
Errers;iand even!the Infortunes 
of Others, ſuch.eſpecially: who 
by. their "Vurtues have 'rendred 
themſelves Confpicuous ;.and 


to delight in both aggravating 


OS 


and publiſhing them to their 

diſhonour. Wits of this evil 

temper may not unhtly be re- 

ſ{embled ro ( hymical Spirits, which 

are \ubtle and penetrating, bur | 

they allo corrode: and the Spirits 
"* bo 


b + 4% Ee Cadet 7 To 4 »© 4 4 CITED : 2 LES a 2664.4 CAE OTE 4 "3 " $44 4 
INS $ ME rt 3 9 OW: XA ap eg ELSE oi its oa no EET. Ort 1 on - x CIS LI SOS on on 0, TY OT OR EY Ed LEE ES iS LD es ot $OE-** | FT ION 
# Es ESE. 1 BARRE © Ec tis x RO I DS nn oh ND ed Aa Er ar nts = age pa a are. WI a of LNG 2 OE IR OE TU TEINS i HS 5.0 Ot 
250 OR VE TR PO Ew or 2 2 rE - i | SS x es b=; i . 2 ST ghee? 2 a <1 
Fe Et g : DS: : 4 IRE 1 = + I 
J 4 ” + 7 IR 
oy 4 + 
A 
: a % 
£ 4 is b 
. A \ , 
P OBEY? HPPA wi ” at ay PS Os -1 F+  WOIFR « y PR os 
'S 
— — | Op _Bg==—_— » Y 24 T 7 be 
-* bd - + y 
; (288 
= - 

l - y x - =<2 
 & 4 « AY 
wo, 4 - - » 

: x1 - 
® 7 
. ® ; . Y 
Y 
CT - - 7 3 
— AE... tit. II. 2» . . p » : 
7 
I 
- 


by which they are a&tuared, ſeem 
ro be-extracted, not out of the' 
pureſt parts of their Blood (as: 
other Mens are) but fromtheir 

' || Gall; asif they deſired to verifie. 
e, || che new opinion of Sylvius de 14 
h | Boe, that thar bitter and acrims-- 
n, | nious Excrement is the Narural' 
| Ferment of the Blood, arid ne- 
ly || ceflary to nor only the Vital, bur 
s, | allothe Animal actions,in all liv- 
es | ingCreacures,in whichit is found. 
o | Our of Self-conceir; they affect 
d || to be thought highly Ingenious; 
id | becauſe: nothing is more neerly 
g | allied co Reaſon, the proper good | 
ir | of man; than Ingenie : whence 
il | that of the Poer, ui velit ngenio 
e- | cedere rarus erit. Whereupon 
-h || Claud. Donatus; relating how one 
ur | Filiſtus, a Favourite to Auguſtus, 
ts | uſed ro caſt reproaches _ 
Yy 7 gil, 
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"  Vagll, andcarparallhe aid, even 
ig the Emperours preſence ; adds; 
that he..did it, non ut Verum. dig- 

nafcerat., quad Socrates f acere conſucs 
vit. ; ſed. ts, eruditiar. Videretur.. 
Rutconfcious of their own.Vices, 
and ftudious: to conceal them.z. 
they endeavour by detraction to 
Bak 1-appear, that others alſo. 
of greater - Bltimayon: 1n - the. 
World, aretainted with:rbe ſame: 
or greater: as infamons: Women: 
generally, excuſe thett-perſonal 
debaucheries, by incetmumating}. 
upontheir whole Sex, .calumny.; 
ating the, moſt chaſt and virtu-; 
ous, to palliate their own diſho-: 
nour. . To this baſe end, they: 
rejoycetg expolethe ſecret faults. 
= menany way renown'd: which 
being-no otherwile,{o caſily ef- 
fected as Dy-the Pen, they addict. 


themſelves 
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themlelves moſtly to Writing , 


among all Sefs chooſing that of 


Cyriticks, that ſo under the innocent 
liberty of judging, they may uſurp 


the moſt pernicious licence of 


(enſnring.In which inhumane pra- 


&ice they are ſure ro make uſe 
of one, or more of theſe cunning 
artifices. Having found an op- 
pottunity ro mention ſome evi], 
whether true or only fuſpeCted, 
inthe Perſon, whole Merits they 
intendto diſparage ; either they 
induſtriouſly pretermit what 
they know, and ought to con- 
joyntowards the excule thereof , 
or they pretend (forſooth) not 
to believe it, when yer they re- 
vive the memory of it for no 
other end, bur thar it may be 
more firmly believed by othets. 
Where they meer with notorious 

F 2 _ Fn 
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failings, there they ſeem to exte- 
huate, and as it were tocompen- 
fate them with {light Commen- 
dations, only to Gale their de- 
traction : -as I have heard of a 
certain Courtier , who defirous 
to obſtruct the preferment of a 
poor Countrey Vicar, and yet 
not daring to oppole his Maſter, 
King James his charitable incli- 
riation thereunto ; ſaid to the 
King, Yow Majeſty may do well to 
gfve him a better Living, for though 
he hath not much of Learning, be 4 
a very good Fellow, too bard for aſl 
his Pariſhioners at Cudggls, and hath 
a ſingular knack m catching Dotrells. 
Another of their tricks 1s this ; 
where they cannot blame the 
Fatt it ſelt, they ſuggeſt finiſtre | 
Motirves or inducements to the _ 
doing of it,and deprave the Counſel 
FOTO FY Ky 


OF MEN. ut7 
and intention. 'To theſe may - 
be added one more, no leſs de- 
teſtable ; where rumour hath 
diſperſed - various conjectures 
- || concerning one and: the ſame 
action of ſome Eminent Man, 
omitting or ſuppreſſing the 
more benign and favourable, 
: they ſelect the worſe and 
| more derogatory, and largely 
comment thereupon ; with 
deſign to pervert the belief of 
their Hearers, or Readers, in de- 
teriorem partem. Thus drawing 
ſuſpicions from the crooked rule 
of their own inſincere Mind and 
depraved inclinations , they la- 
bour to perſwade themlelves and 
+ har there is among Men 
no ſuch thing as true Virtue, bur 
only a © x6 A or artificial re- 
preſentation of it : thereby vainly 
2 promiſing 
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promiſing to themlelves the re- 
putation of ſingular acuteneſs of 
judgement, and more than yul- 
oar Wiſdom. If they can Eclipſe 
the glory of Worthy Men, by 
fomenting obſcure and uncer- 
tain rumours Concerning their 
 Archievements, or by malit- 
ouſly aſcribing the ſame, not to 
prudent Counlels and honoura- 
le Motives, but to Ambition, 
or Avarice; or Hypocriſie, or Si- 
mulation ; or Captation of po- 
pular favour, or any the like 
finiſtre aims: they then imagine 
they.have raiſed to themſelves a 
Monument of Honour out of the 
ruines of theirs, whom they thus 
inhumanly calumniate. | 


ART. 


ITY 


ART. 2, 


TothisClaſis may be referred 
all the ill-natur'd Diſciples of 
Momus, Deriſores, Scoffers, ſuch 
who, like Beetles, ſeem hatch'd 
in dung, or Vermine bred out of 

"| Ulcers, perpetually teeding up- 

onthe frailties and imperfeCtions 

| of Hunmn nature. Nor will it 
| be eafie for Satyriſts and Comical 
Poets, thoſe eſpecially of the 
more licentious and railing ſort, 
| ro exempt themſelves from the 
| ſame Tribe. This Sir; perhaps 
| You'l think to be a little ſevere : 
but ir is not my judgement alone; 
for among the ancient Comical 
Wits of Greece, You may find 
more than one deſervedly ac- 
cuſed, and .clearly convited.of 
I 4 uncivil 
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uncivil obtreation. In one or 
two of the moſt famous I ſhall 
inſtance, for juſtification of what 
I kere lay. 


Cratinus, one of the 'Triumr is 
rate, which firſt reformed Comedy 
from its primitive rudeneſs, and 
began to purge the Stage from 
obicenity and perſonal inve- 
Etives; 1s nevertheleſs mored by 
the Great Scaliger ( Pottices lib. 1. 
cap.7.) to have been not only 
ſharply cenſorious, bur bitterly 
Malignant allo, and groſly inur- 
bane : inſomuch that ar laſt it 
coſt him his life. For, having 
in one of his Comedies, intituled 
Baxles ( unduly aſcribed to Eu- 
polis, by Politian, Miſcellan. cap. 10.) 
too palpably inveighed againſt, 
and perſonated ſome of eminent 


Quality, 


<MF w-* 


zens, the Athenians (deſcribed b 
Klian (2. variar. Hiſtoriar.cap.13. 
to have been naturamwvidifi, ex ad 
detraftandum optimis quibuſ4, proclis 
wes) he thereby ſo S provoked 
them; thar in revenge they bound 
him hand and foot, and caſt him 


into the Sea, inthe manner of his 
Death alluding to the Title of his 


Play, which fignifies one drencht 


or dipp'd in water. An Example 
well worthy to be remembred 
by his SeCtators in this unchari- 
table Age. 


ART. 3. 


To this Cratinus I take liberty 
to conjoyn another of the ſame 
Triumvirate, his Equal, the fo 
' much 
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much celebrated! Ariſtophanes : 


and this I do, as well becaule of 
his moſt inhuman perſecution 
of the Divine" Secrates, both in 
that Fable, which he called 
Nepiazs, the Clouds, and which he 
inyented only to render that beſt 
and wiſeſt of Mortals odious to 
the baſe Vulgar;as becauſe he was 
one of the Conſpirators againſt 
his life : being thereto ſuborned 
partly by private Hate ( becauſe 
Socrates frequented and applaud- 
ed the Tragcdies of Euripides, Bur 
would hardly he brought to ho- 
nour with his preſence any one 
of Ariſtophanes his Satyrical Co- 
medies) partly by Anitus and 
Melitus, who not long after by 
falſe accuſations robb'd the in- 
nocent Philoſopher of his life, 
and the world of its richeſt Trea- 


ſure. 


DEE, w_ 7 * p * 
ON Be WE: > 
LEES 7 ds ins We 4 

#Y 200 2 End \ - 


Wits | 
| 


| 


pe hc ER 
Tt Pon £2 
Et 


- 


— 


2 Iy 


; p ds OED DG IE LIES ae des 1 
: EY 0  EEFDor's POE ws bon Eh ne IN 2s ed po BS "0 FOE 3 rs SE 2 pharn ST We” -; > 
ye ma 2 oo I RS HT NS WY, 3 oe : EE IR Og th ons. ECTS 3 05 CAS © OS OT ff I We oo EN 
ot, io ed I GIE 8 IEA SE Sutts 1288 Pink CL fad n 3 ES 5.4: *- Ran,” - DN NE Au . Ts 244. SEE. DE IE? vor EI FESP 
: PER Ca $ Eo | . er SE II EDI : * c "Fe ew. 
ES F236 Xe ads £ v | 
Ee a EE 4.06 6". IN 
; Pn 
| JET ON - 
, 6.1 
. PL 1 has - Y 
4 > AGE aan ; 
: , . % 
a _ &#: 'S. + 
" ; 
4 v3, 
A x. - : £ 
| 'T | 4 BOT 7 
, 2 7 L : S »” 7, 
F D; 7 . : 
; | Kay = 
wk 2 ; | 
CY 
' ba 
# 
” 
E 
6 
, 
. ( 


ſure. Again, all the reſt of 
Ariſtophanes Comedies are. more 
or leſs beſprinkled: with the ve- 
nome of Detraction and Dica- 
city. It was not then without 
-ofl cauſe, that Plutarch, a moſt 
grave and judicious Philoſopher, 
in his Comparation of Ariſta 
phanes with y; 7, AMONE Ma- 
ny other Criminations of the for- 
mer, gives him this Character : 
Ariſtophanis Sales amari ſunt & 
aſperi ; acrem &* mordentem, adeog, 
exylcerantem Vim habent. 
li enim moderato Tidetur is homo ſu- 
um poema ſcripſiſſe, ſed turpia && li- 
bidinoſa intemperantibus, maledica 5: 


 acerba mrvids atg, malignts bomanis 


bus, &c. Nor doth that moſt 
Learned Man, Nicodemus Friſchli- 
145, who wrote his Life, toge- 


ther with a defence of him * 
| the 


Nuls. 
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the faults objeaed by Plutarch, 
vindicate him from inhoneft 
Acerbity and Malignity ; other- 

wiſe than by transferring irupon 

the licentiouſneſs of the Times 

in which he wrote, and uſe off 
ancient Comedy : his words 

are theſe, Equidem non inficior, rem 

ita eſſe, ut ille |Plutarchus| dictt. 

Sed rvitio temporum illorum potius 

quam Poete boc, quicqud reprebenfio- 

nis eſt, aſcribi debet ; & ita ferebat 
(omadie eters > uetudo, ut omnia 

- argumenta eſſent ſalſa, feſtirva, inor- 

dacia, maledica . nec quicquam dice- 

retur 4 quoquam, quod non ad pernt: 

ciem alicujus accommodaretur. Which 

You have the more reaſon to be- 

lieve, becauſe in Your travells 

— You have ſometimes reſided in a 
certain City, much more popy- 
/ Jous, under a better Government, 
and 
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and; more civilized than ever 5 
ſthens was, yea more inhabited : 
by ſuch as make profeſſion of 
2hriſtianity ;, in which not- 
vichſtanding that ſcandalous Li- 
ence of expoſing well-deſerving 
and honourable Men upon the 
publick Stage, and daſhing even 
-+ Virtue it felf out of Counte- 
us; Foance,, by ' the ſcurrilous re-. 
70-ſproaches and'mimical a&tions of ' 
at | Comedians, feemsto be revived - 
tia ſo many Ages after it- hath been 
r- {condemned by Wiſe Princes, po- 
ce, ite Nations, and by the bet of 

17- | Modern Comical Poers them- 

ch (elves, as a thing nor only incon- 
e- Nl iſtent with Humanity and Chri- 

1; | fan Charity, but pernicious to 

a fthe publick peace of Societies, 

1- by raiſing diſcontent, animoſi- _. 
ties, quarrels and factions. - Burt 

d Y being 
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being long ſince returned irito 
your'own.native Countrey, You 
are here out of danper of ſuffer- 
ing by any ſuch undecent licence: 
our'Theatres beifg regulated by 
ſtricter Laws, and our Poets for 
the moſt part Gentlemen of libe- 


ral Education. - 


In this' ſhort reflection upon 
the "Malecoolence of {forme Moder: 
Potts; Þ have rather ftood' fill a 
white, than gone ourof my way : 
their Example ferving no leſs to 
juſtifiemy aſcribing Wits immode- 
rataly- © Satyrical 'to ' this Order, 
whereof am nov treating, than 
thoſe.of the GreciansFhave namy'd. 
However, thatI may haſtencothe_ 
end of our walk; efpecially now 
Youaretired waltehs unevene(s 
of the way, andimy:dull/compa- 
ny ; I proceed. This 


This virulent Humour _ of | 
li{gracmg the Merits of Others, ſeems 
r0:have poyloned the Pens, :nor 


e- ha : | 
zy ſeoly:of lome Poets, but many 


alſo of other ſorts of Writers, who: 


e: ſ(j<thadnot fo ſpecious a pretexr 


for the: liberty they therein rook . 
and who, undertook. by their 
orks to. teach Men good Man- 


IN | inks; | I 
4 (pers and Civility.Sorthat I might, : 

a ſfitbour: much , exerciſe of. my = 
| emory, call ro mind Examples 


hereof amang;Avuthors ofno ob- 
bs, cure fame inall Arts and/Scjen- 
es; NOt excepting; the. graver, 


ky wear! Eliſtor tans 3 ; Phalof, ophers and; 
4; BPranes.. Burlett, by making a. 
\« Fcatalogueot fuch, Iſhouldibring 


ny {cltalſounder the ſame con- 

ldemnation; Ileavethemrto You 

dn Collection: 1590 
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Only I think-:it no offence 
briefly to obſerve, that even.Ta- 
citus himſelf, eſteemed the Prince 

of Latine Hiſtorians, and the Oracle 
of Polititians,hath been accufed of 
Malignity, in not only cenſuring 
the Counſels and: Aﬀections of 
all Great Men, whole moſt me- 
morable Actions, together with 
their ſeveral Succalles and E- 
vents, he recordeth in his Hiſto- 
ries ; bur alſo in interpreting the 
{ame according to his priyate 
Conjectures, and wreſting'them 
for the moſt part to finiſtre and 
ungenerous ends or intentions : i 
thereby depriving thoſe Heroes of 
the beſt part of their Glory, 
Virtue , Wh. leaving to Poſterit 
2 bot 
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ce ET dam 


both Maxims- and Precedents ra- 
ther of Caming and Violence, than 
of true Wiſdom and ſound Po- J 
cell licy. Whether this Venerable ” 
fa-£ Auchor, to: whom the World: is 
cc inother things ſo highly obliged, 
ale] bath deſerved this accuſarion, or 
of | nor ; I leavero-Your judgement, 
ng who: are ſuftciently: converſant 
off in: his Writings to dire& mine. 
ne-}[ In the mean time, I amobliged, 
ich} in my own defence, to: produce 
E-}| one of his Accuſers at leaſt. Per- 
to-E| mit me, then, to referr You to 
the that famous (riick, and excellent 
ate Grammarian, Gaſpar Scioppius, who 
in many parts of his Writings, 
but more expreſiy in his Difſer- 
ration de Fdiſtorict Of ficio, delivers a 
charge _ Tacitus of this 
among, other _ _—_ ob-. 
e& perhaps, that Scroppins: him- 
JEek PELnaps, - PP FT 
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Of the Different'Wits _ 


ſelf is: generally condemned for 

the ſame Vice of Malignity : and 

E think-not withour deſert; but 

et you cannot deny him to have 

ant irons of admirable acute- 

neſs. in diſcerning the faults, er- 

roursand lapſes of other Writers; 

nor .have ] any where obſerved 

him -ro- want reaſon for his 
Animadverſions. Sorthat though 
L am alwayes offended art his bit- 

ter veftivves, yet I confeſs, I am 

often pleaſed with the Sagacity 

of his (riticiſms. 1 


ART. 5. 


Now if ſuch Men, who. had 
ground enough within the:com- 
paſs of their. own great” Parts, 
whereon to build. to themftelves 
perpetual Monuments of-Fame, 

py were 
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pe: 


were-not altogether: free front 


this malignant Humor-, whar 


miay we think of .thole poorer Sptz 


rits, thoſe Sons of | Earth, who 


dream -of.. erecting  Obelisks to 


their own obſcure Names, only . 


out of the Tuines of others? and 
like the Souldier Crabb, which Al- 
drovand calls Tlyvoguaat, and Ere: 
mita, have no Manſion for their 
credit, but -that -from whence 
they have extruded the righr 
owner 2" Thele (certainly have 
the Cancer of Envy rooted in 
their very breaſt : - it being -an 
Aphoriſm of daily Experience : 
that the more imperfet# men are int 
themſel-ves, the more prone they are 
to.defame and ſcoff at others. The 
Reaſon of which, becauſe I know 
You 10 be a great Jover of the 


K 2 


Lib de Paſ- 


Philolophy of Monfeeur Des .Cartes » on. part. 3. 
| 1 {hall art. 199. 
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quia cuptunt cateros omnes in part 
ſecumgradu wvidere, fnce they are 
unable'to raiſe themſelves to the 
height of their Superiours in Vir- 
tue and honour, they endeavour, 
by calumny . and dertſion, . to 
bring them down to the ſame ig- 


noble levelwith-chemſclves. 
ART. 6. 


This diſeaſe, therefore, of the 
Mind being almoſt Epidemick ; and 
the Cauſe thercof conſiſting ina 
certain Permerſity of diſpoſition, 
whereby the Patient is ſtrongly 
inclined to be inwardly vexed 
and troubled at the Virtues or 
Felicities of others, and to. do all 
he can to diminiſh their credit 
and eſtimation : the Cure of 

* ih, 
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'; || it, Ifear, isabovethe Art which 
71 | Iprofels. 


1 | ART. 7, 


r, | By this, Sir, You plainly 
to If diſcern the great Difference be- 
g- if ewixe Malignty, and Feſtivity of 
Wit. For, asto this latter, which 
the Greeks name 'Eurpaneaiz, the 
French, Raillerie, and we Jeſting . 
whereby a Man modeſtly and 
he || gently touches upon the Errours, 
ad £| Indecencies, or Infirmities of 
2 | another, without any ſuſpicion 
n, || of hace or contemprt of his Per- 
ly | fon, pleaſantly repreſenting them 
ed I} as only ridiculous, not odious: I. 
or || do not think it ought to be con- 
all | demned as a vice of the Mind, bur 
dit | allowed as a Quality confiſtenc 
of | both with Honeſty and good 
7 K 3 Manners, 
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cogive a. delightful andnewr co- 


abſtracted-from Perſons, that it 
would ſavour of roo much dul- 


when we our ſelves break a jeſ}, 


Manners,as denoting the AJacrity 
of his Diſpoſition,and T'ranquil+ 
liry of his Spirit ( both ſigns of 
Virtue) andoften allo the Dex- 


rerity. of his Wir, in that he is able 


lour to theablurdity at, which the 
moves his company. to ſmile. 
Nor 1s it difingenuous. to laagh, 
when we hearthe Jeſtsof others: 
nay ſome jeſts are 'fo facete and 


neſs or. Moroſity, not to be af- 
fected with their elegancy. ' . But 


it is more decent to abftain. fron 
Laughter, as well leſt what we 


lay {eem to. OCcurr toQUr-11 pl 
I) 
Tr 


nation/,unexpectedly., - and 

chance rather than choice ;;: 
left we be thought to admire the 
telicit! 
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"OfAdEXN! BS 1H 
felicity of our own Wit, in find- ic 
ing out that. alluſion, which had 
of aped the notice of others pre- 

x- || ſent: both which are. obnoxious 
le ff ro diſpraiſe ; the former, as'a mark 
-0-| of: ſlowneſs: of Conception-; the 
his | /atter, as an evidence of Self-locve. 
le.] To which: may be added: rwo 
gþ, | other Reaſons. - Firſt, whoever 
rs:{ laughs at hisown jeſt ſpoils ir, by 
nd rendring it leſs apt to ſurpriſe the 
- if Hearets. Then again heputsall 
ul-f the company into jealoufie and 
af-] examination of themſelves. - Be- 
Iides all this (as Mr. Hobbes ex- 
cellently obſerves, inthis Book of 
Humane Nature) it is Vain-glory, 
and an argument of littleworth, 
rothink the infirmiry of another 
yl ſufficient marrer for” his Tri- 
; AI umph. | 
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Arr. 8, 


Bur I have too long detained 
Your curious Eyes upon an ob- 
je&, in which You can take no 
other delight, bur what muſt re- 
dound to You from Your obſer- 
vatior. of the vaſt diſparity be- 
rwixt the Deformities of it, and 
the charming beauties of Your 
own Candid and {wcet Diſpoſiti- 
on. And being aſhamed, that] 
have led you all this while in a 
path ſo much trodden by others , 
I with, the Province You were 
pleaſed to aſſign me, had lain 
ſomewhat farther from the road, 
wherein moſt Philoſophers have 
travelled before me, that I might 
have entertained You with re- 
marks leſs obvious and common , 
whereas 
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whereas now [I have beenrather 
YourRemembrancer thanGuide. 
Having at length waited on You 
to the End of it, good Manners 
\ oblige me, without deſiring You 
co turn abour and review the lit- 
e- ||| tle things obſerved as You paſſed ; 
r- || along (or that were todiſparage | 
e- || Your excellent Memory, as well 
nd || as to abuſe Your Patience) to 
ur | reſign You up to Your own more 
Ui- oſefall WDacdons, and the pur- * 
I | ſuit of, that Generous Emulation, 

| a | which incites You to Studies 
's; | worthy Your choice, native En- 
ere | dowments, the Eminency of 
in | Your Condition, and the Place 
ad, | to which not Fortune, nor popu- 
ve | larFavour, but Your own great 
hr Merits have raiſed You in the 
re- | grand Council of this Kingdom. 


245 THE END. 


